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Hills United Soccer Club 


Proudly sponsored by 
Pioneer Concrete and 
Pioneer Building Products 


Wish to interested players that 
‘Ist Grade and Under 21s commences on 


Tuesday: 
24th November, Ist & 8th December 98 
Thursday: 
26th November, 3rd & 10th December 98 


At Fred Caterson Reserve at 7.00pm 
OFF GILBERT RD, CASTLE HILL 


New Coaching Staff lead by Senior Coach: Fred Mesiti 
Reserve Grade: Ken Johnstone 
Under 18s: George Zoratto 
For further inquiries; Contact FRED MESITI 
on Phone: 0418 280 922 


PROSPECT UNITED 
SOCCER CLUB 


NSW FEDERATION DIVISION 3 
COACHES WANTE 


1s inviting applicants for the Positions of 1st & 2nd Grade 
Coaches for next year (1999) 
Applicants must have a Level 2 Coaching Certificate. 
Send Applications to: 
P.O. Box 242 
SEVEN HILLS 2147 


SELECTION TRIALS 


PROSPECT UNITED NSW FED DIV 3 
Selection Trials will be held at 
VENUE: 

WILLIAM LAWSON RESERVE 
MYRTLE ST, PROSPECT 
Time: 6.30pm — 8.30pm 
Every: Tuesday & Thursday 24 & 28 November 
1st & 3rd Dec; 8th & 10th December 
15th & 17th December 
For Further Information or Inquiries 
please contact: 

Elvis Saric 0418 250 621 (BH) 9621 4273 (AH) 
Adam Timewell 9622 2706 (AH) 
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OS Mt Pritchard 
XY Federation Soccer Club 


COACHES REQUIRED FOR CADET LEAGUE 
UNDER 11 & UNDER 12 


Applicants should have Level 2 Certificate and 
apply in writing no later than 30 November 
1998 and forwarded to Secretary 
Mt Pritchard Federation Soccer Club 
7 Maranie Ave, ST MARYS 2760 


TRIALS 


CADET LEAGUE U11 & U12 
6pm Tuesday & Thursday 
1&3 December 
Amalfi Park — Greame Ave, Lurnea 
STATE LEAGUE U21S & 1ST GRADE 
6pm Tuesday & Thursday 
24 & 26 November 
1 & 3 December 
Amalfi Park — Weir St, Lurnea 


0414 701 489 
A/Hours 
A/Hours 


Sue Hartas 967 34 939 
Santo Caltablano 9602 2363 
Frank Dryden 9608 1290 


GLADESVILLE 


UNITED 
"SOCCER CLUB Inc 


NSW Soccer Federation Division 2 


TRIALS 


First, U21, U18 


26, 30 November 3, 7, 10 December 
Venue 


Gladesville Reserve 
(Victoria Rd, Gladesville) 
Time: 6.00PM 
For FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Andrew 9181 2856 
Steve 9816 4589 


FREE 


COLOUR BROCHURE 

Soccer coaching videos books 

HOLLAND, BRAZIL, ITALY, 

GERMANY e 
e 


Reedswain: 
Australia ‘ 


02 9584 2201: 


FOR COACHES, PLAYERS 
& 
ENTHUSIASTS 


Ww 
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CAMDEN TIGERS 


SOCCER CLUB 


Youth League 


TRIALS 


Tuesday 24 November 
U13s at 4.30pm 
U14s at 6.00pm 


Wednesday 25 November 
U15s at 4.30pm 
U16s at 6.00pm 


Ron Dine Memorial Reserve 
Cowper Drive, Camden 


Coaches are required for all teams 
and should contact Bruce Cox on 
019 127 310 for an interview 
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Australian News 


OLYROO 


DEBUTS 


AGAINST JUVENTUS! 


By Soccer Weekly 


arlton player Vince Grella, currently on loan to 

Italian Club Empoli, created history on Sunday when 

he became the first Australian player to go straight 
from the Ericsson Cup to the Italian Serie A. 

Grella came on as a substitute in the 67th minute in the 0-0 
away draw against title-holders Juventus in Torino. 

It’s been a meteoric rise for Grella, who stepped out in front 
of a crowd of 45,000. Carlton Coach Eddie Krncevic was ecstat- 
ic when hearing the news: “It’s fantastic for Vince. He’s been 
working very hard over there, and the rewards are now coming 
for him,” 

Vince ‘The Prince’ said later: “I wasn’t expecting to play in 
this game, and when I was selected, I thought “here is my chance 
in the big time.’ I couldn’t believe that I was playing in-front of 
45,000 people against Juventus, it’s always been a dream, and 
now I’m doing it. = 

“Twas nervous when I came on, and it took me a little while 
to settle in to the pace of the game. 

“Tt was also great to hear Carlton drew 4-4, and J wish the 
boys all the best for the rest of the season”. 


eanwhile the Olyroos are playing China tomorrow night at 

Marconi, and Friday night at Wollongong. Simon 
Colosimo has withdrawn due to injury, but skipper Brett 
Emerton was quietly confident that the Olyroos, can provide 
‘another show for their fans, 

“Any chance to get together is good, Although we don't know 
much about them, Raul has said that they are pretty tough, It is 
just another chance to try out new players and gel together. 

“It’s a great honour to captain your country, it’s just a real 
thrill to captain Australia, 

“Raul can play any of the 18 in the squad, they are all good 
players and we are looking forward to putting another good 


wr Than 


show on for our supporters, like we did against Brazil in March,” 
ended the Olyroo skipper Emerton, 

Coach Raul Blanco spoke to reporter John Economos last 
night, saying: “My people have informed me that China's seri- 
ous preparations for their Olympic qualifiers have already com- 
menced. I’m forced to now rate them just as dangerous as the 
South Koreans, another excellent Soccer nation. 

“China is being prepared by two English coaches I’m led to 
believe and they have been preparing back in China over the past 
three weeks.” 

Blanco went on to add: “I'm also informed that the Chinese 
haye been already drilled into being able to very quickly change 
tactics during a game if things are not going well for them as 
planned. 

“A player I'm concerned with however is striker Kosta 
Salapasidis. His club Wollongong City replaced him at half-time 
last Sunday in their match against Sydney United. I'm told Kosta 
last week was suffering with a virus,” stated Blanco. 

What pleased Blanco most last week was the news of FIFA’s 
edict to stick by its original limitation, restricting each Olympic 
national team to selecting only three players over the age of 23. 

“T believe FIFA’s latest confirmed decision is the correct one 
and thus it is of more vital importance that I use and see as many 
players as possible as time is fast approaching for the Sydney 
Olympics. 

“We must finalise our players as soon as possible to be able to 
then consolidate our Olympic squad and be as fully prepared as 
one can be for the Sydney 2000 Games,” ended the Olyroo 
coach. 


n the Ericsson Cup, it was a momentous weekend, with the 

Grand Final replay between the Champions, South Melbourne, 
and Carlton gaining massive media attention for its remarkable 
eight goals, seven coming in a tumultuous first half. 

Ericsson Cup starts on page 11, and all the global news begins 
‘on page 19. 


WANT TO BE A SOCCEROO? 


ties Join one of (UTS Sydney Olympic’s three Development 
on Programs) and we could set you on that path. 


1. UTS Sydney Olympic Coaching Camp (Clinics for Future Stars) ~ receive 
expert coaching and tips from the likes of former Socceroo coach, Frank Arok, 
Olympic First Grade coach Branko Culina and a host of our star players 
including captain Peter Tsekenis, Olyroo captain Brett Emerton, and former 
Sheffield Wednesday star Adem Poric, Learn how they got to the top in their 
chosen sport. A Clinic for Future Stars Gift Voucher would make a great Christmas present for any 
soccer crazy youngster hell-bent on making it to the top. 


Cost: $100 
Duration: 4-days (Jan 11-14) 
Venues: Several venues around Sydney Metropolitan Area 


2. Wednesday Afternoon Fun League — For boys and girls aged 12-16, In teams of 8 players the 
12 teams will play a round-robin based competition in a lively mini-match format similar to the 
drills used by NSL teams to hone your skills with plenty of fun in the process. 


Cost: $15 

Wednesday (2 hours) 
December/January 

TBA (in Canterbury area) 


3, Sunday Skills Factory — Frank Arok will run a skills clinic for tomorrow's future stars every 
Sunday morning. The 3-hour sessions are for boys and girls aged between 9-12 and is aimed at 
teaching those kids the skills that can make them stand out amongst the crowd. 


CIT, 


Day: 
Starting: 
Venues: 


$25 (First session is free) 
Sunday mornings (3 hours) 
January 

TBA (in Canterbury area) 


1 AM INTERESTED IN: Please Circle the following numbers 1 


THIS FRIDAY NIGHT 7.30PM 


NORTH SYDNEY OVAL 


(GATES OPEN 5PM) 
Come and watch the Spirit as 


fe. 


2t trz~es to crush the Strr7ikers. 


iv’s a NSW v Queensland Battle 


LEINSTER BAZ OUR ESS 


Robbie Siater 


Australian News 


MOOREBANK 
SPORTS CLUB LTD 
SOCCER CODE 
Mens: DIVISION 1 


Players required for 
First Grade, U21 and U/18 
Trialsevery Tuesday and Thursday 


7.00pm at 
Hammondville Park 


Heathcote Road, Moorebank. 
Contact: Arthur Sullivan 


(aH) 9648 5007 
ALSO 


TRIALING FOR YOUTH LEAGUE 
PLAYERS AND COACHES 
Contact: Bruce Donaghey on 9825 3309 

U/11s Sundays 9am-10.30am 
U/12s Sundays 10.30am-12noon 
U/13s Mondays 5.30pm-7pm 
U/4s Mondays 6.30pm-8pm 
U/15s Tuesdays 6pm-7.30pm 
U/16s Thursdays 6pm-7.30pm 


ANASTASIADIS TRIALS 
IN ENGLAND 


By Dwyght TuFfnell Tuffnell 


arlton goalkeeper Dean Anastasiadis is 
in England this week for a trial with 


Anastasiadis left for England just a couple of 
hours after the derby game against South 
Melbourne for a week’s trial with the midlands 
club. 

“He'll play next week (against Gippsland 
Falcons) if he’s back in time” said Carlton coach 
Eddie Kmeevic. 

The former South Melbourne and Collingwood 
Warriors ‘keeper didn’t play against Canberra 
Cosmos two weeks ago, Kmcevic preferring to 
give Anastasiadis’ understudy, Adrian Cagalj, a 
Tun instead. 

Kmeevic also said that the club may be looking 
to strengthening their squad with talk that a couple 
of players may be leaving. 


from Optus Oval to Olympic Park, wasn’t the 
reason behind a recent form slump. 

“We lost three-games in a row due to lack of 
discipline and red cards” said Kmcevic. 

“T don’t feel that we're playing too bad, there's 
not a crisis as far as the way we're playing. 

“It's only the seventh game, there’s a long way 
to go I feel we can be there at the end of the 


He also said that they may look overseas as 
well as Australia for new players, 

Krncevic said that speculation about the club, 
linking Carlton to being sold and moving grounds 


Carlton will this week regain defender 
Con Anthopoulos who returned from a 
bout of glandular fever. 


oT Bankstown City 


oy Hay reports that David 

O’Connor,who helped 
sescue North Geelong from 
relegation from Division One of 
the Victorian State League last 
season, has been appointed to a 
full-time coaching position in 
Singapore with Gombok United. 
O’Connor sees this as a great 
opportunity to broaden his 
experience and is signing a two 
year contract, with a further 
year’s option. 


~ 


NSW STATE SUPER LEAGUE 


The club is pleased to ddvise the appointment 
of Sakib Lovic (Level 3) as the Head Coach for 
1999 and that training has commenced at 
O'Neill Park, (Yagoona), on the following days, 


FIRST GRADE 
Tuesdays 6.30pm 
Thursdays 6.30pm 
Fridays 6.30pm 
Enquiries: HEAD COACH: 

0417 417 756 or 9643 5942 (AH) 
SECRETARY: 9707 1559 
GOALKEEPER ENQuiRIES: Bruno Jasczek 
(Geronimo Goalkeeper School) 


‘ohn Economos reports that 

Vedran Rozic, Sydney Croatia’s 
former player-coach of the late 80s 
made a hurried retum to Australia 
‘ast weekend on a reconnaissance 
mission for the Croatian Olympic 
tea, 

The classy former sweeper 
who guided Sydney Croatia to 
the 1988 Grand Final against 
Marconi, was at Edensor Park 
last Sunday to watch his old 
team defeat Wollongong City 
21. 


Richard Alagich’s — SOCCER: Winning 
through Technique and Tactics 


F A FA ENDORSED WORLD 


WIDE PUBLICATION 


The 478 pages contain 111 training sessions, 222 technical 

—tactical drills, 111 shooting exercises, 1009 photographs, 

126 drawings, 22 helpful tactical games, 24 playing 

patterns and 26 set plays. 

Now part of the curriculum at the Institute of Sport and 

Management ... Tokyo, Japan. 

“... We have to congratulate the author on his work ... 

We warmly recommend (this book).” Sepp Blatter FIFA. 

“This book is the one most coaches ought to be looking for.” 

Les Murray Director SBS Sport. 

“,..We have studied this publication with great interest. We 

recommended it to active youth coaches, be they 

professionals or amateurs ...” 

Walter Gagg Head of Technical Department, FIFA. 
ORDER FORM 


. .Name: 
Postcode: 


Please return with cheque/money order for $45.00 
to: Pacific Soccer, PO Box 239, Manly. NSW 2095 


1st Grade, U/21s and U/18s 
TRIALS will be held under 
Senior Coach Paul Carter 


St George Soccer 


Tuesday 24th November 1998 
Friday 27th November 1998 


For further information contact: 


CANLEY HEIGHTS ) RSL 


SOCCER CLUB “ey 


WANTED 


whole team with coach to play in the 


Premier League Sunday Competition 


Rozic has been commissioned to inspect all the 
Sydney 2000 Olympic sites and facilities before 
Teporting back to Croatia, 

Rozic said: “I'll be returning to Europe on 
Thursday but will spend this week inspecting the 
Olympic sites for the 2000 Games. 

“[ will also be having meetings with Soccer 
Australia to arrange a possible tour by the 
Croatian national team some time next June. 

“Australia, as well as Croatia, have lost too 
many top players to big European club sides. 
Because of the Bosman ruling, these transfers 
have been made much easier to achieve. 

“More importantly I must say that 1 was 
impressed by Sydney’s two young strikers Joel 
Griffiths and Mile Sterjovski, Both I believe have 
excellent potential, 

“United's current player-coach David Mitchell 
I'm told has done a wonderful job here so far. I'm 
also told he is of good character.” 


“The Saints” 


6.30pm at 


Stadium 


Bestic Street, Rockdale 


and 


Paul: 0419 483 994 
or 
Richard: 0411 851 010 


Est. 1946 


Premier League Players 
and or 


Southern Districts 


Contact: 


Rob: 0413 702 774 
Gary: 9823 6936 
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Australian News 


§ 
MURA 


mera has passed with the retirement 

last week of French striker Jean 

Pierre Papin. More than that it 
reminded one of a dreadful dearth of quality 
finishers in the world game today. 

Examine the terrain, How many players are 
there kicking a ball today wioth the devastating 
scoring effeciency of a Papin in his prime? 

Papin was not the greatest player, in an all 
round sense, but purely in the art of finishing 
he was without peer and, indeed, the best I've 
ever seen, In that craft not even Ronaldo or 
Shearer can match what he was, especially at 
the peak of his career while with Marseille in 
the early 90s. 

Papin was the ultimate football gunman, 
interested only in scoring and scoring as often 
as possible. He was no provider but once pro- 
vided a goal opportunity 
he took it with deadly 
efficiency, 

He was a master of 
one of the most difficult 
skill in football, that is 
taking a ball coming 
from behind him and 
without eyen an attempt 
to trap it or even to 
steady himself, shooting 
with the first touch and § 
Scoring, often in the 
narrowest of gaps, that 
was his greatest skill, | 
not so much his acro- 
batie scissor kicks for 
which he was also leg- 
endary. 

Tt was ironic that i 
was his own country 
which, despite winning 
the World Cup this year, 
was so poorly in efficient 
strikers, One could only watch in frustration — 
and with visions of Papin in full flight the 
likes of Dugarry and Guivarch bumbled and fum- 
bled their way through the tournament, missing 
chance after glorious chance. 

Tt was no coincidence that it was defenders 
Laurent Blanc and Lilian Thuram and midfield- 
er Zinedine Zidane who scored their most cru- 
cial Thank goodness, for France’s sake, that 
‘Nicolas Anelka is now a permanent starter. 

By this year’s World Cup, Papin was already 

smi-retirement, distracted and pre- 
occupied with the health of his chronically ill 
daughter and the interminable. 
trips he took with her to a special 
clinic in North America. So now 
he is retired, leaving us short of 
proper heirs to his throne. His 
contemporaries, and almost his 
equal in efficiency, like the 
Brazilian Romario or the Chilean 
Zamorano are, apparently, not 
the players they used to be. 

Of the new generation Italy's 
Christian Vieri, England’s 
Michael Owen and Ronaldo — 
if fit physically and psychologi- 
cally — are the only ones likely 
to measure up to Papin’s effi- 
ciency, And I speak here not 
about all around creative playing 
ability but purely about the rate 
of scoring chances converted per 
chances given, 

Alan Shearer has, at least for 
now, appears to have lost his 
consistency and there is a pre- 
yailing view among observers 
that he may have lost something 


cnucial asa result of those horric 
knee injuries. 


eis vai a 


Sydney Olympic's Mehmed Durakovic with the legendary 
Jean Pierre Papin, See the Frenchman's factfile on page 26 


HAROLD READ PARK, 


GIRRAWEEN ROAD, GIRRAWEEN 


Phillip Pavela - 0416 209 140 


Contact: CHARLES ABDILLA 0416 171 896 


But, to return to my earlier point, the world 
today is unimpressive in its volume of high 
class strikers, That France should win the 
World Cup without so much as one would class 
finisher in its squad was already testimony to 
that. 

There are some good strikers around — 
Suker, Mijatovic, Salas, Kluivert, Bierhoff, 
Inzaghi etc — but none as efficient as Papin 
was (or even Romario, Hugo Sanchez or 
Zamorano Were in their day) and certainly not 
enough of them to accurately reflect the bucket 
loads of money there is in the game and they 
are being paid. 

My theory is that this is the downside of the 
modem requirement that players be totally ver- 
satile — they have to know how to strike, how | 


ihis week my special guest is the South Melbourne half of 
the Petkovic brothers, Socceroo keeper Michael 
| Petkovic. 


1: Michael, you have started strongly this year, can you do 
the double or is it just too early to say? 
So far we're on track, we're in the top six, if we continue to 
go the way we are we're well probably got a good chance to 


e | do the double. 
to tackle, how to dribble, cross with both feet, 
is i ‘| 2: The game against Glory would have given you the chance 
chase back, chase forward, hang out the Wash | fa. S them, how good are they? 


ing and write musical symphonies, all at once. 
‘So we have jacks of all trades but very few 
master strikers. More is the pity. 


Perth Glory are a good team — especially with their new 
coach. They look very professional and I think they're defi- 
nitely good enough to be in the final. 


Ap and ats Olympic Football fonraament | >" £22 Words desculbetsaper-eoaci! Fostesopion: 


a } : Super! 
organising Committee, last week decided e e 
not to relent on its stand of keeping Olympic | nese Ce ene 
eligibility under the age of 23, allowing only | - Quiet 6 
three players over that age per squad. a ery, Greer he en tea 


The three-player allowance is not likely © | ¢. 1, Sverseas something you are aiming for, and which club 


would you most like to play for and why? 

Definitely like to play overseas — any club in Europe — to 

achieve the highest standard in my career, 
7; Who do you think is the greatest keeper in the world 
today? 

Mark Bosnich. 
8: Who is the best currently in Australia? 

The No.1 goalkeeper for Socceroos. 
9: Thad a dream that you went up for a corner and scored 
‘against your brother Jason. Would that be something you 
would like to do? How would you describe your relationship 
| with him? 

I would like to score a goal, but not against my brother! 
10: On to you, what does Michael Petkovic like to do outside 
of Soccer? 

— Relax 
|  —Go out with friends 

— Spend time with my family and like playing other sports 
11: Ideal woman? 

Down-to-earth person (my wife), 
12: Favourite band, food, holiday destination and ground in 
Australia? 

— Commercial dance music 
| —Pasta 

— Blato (Croatia) 

— Bob Jane Stadium. 
13: Where will you be in twenty years, and what will you be 


SKN 


have much impact on the games, as it didn’t in 
Atlanta in 1996. 

Because over-age players are not allowed in 
the qualifiers, coaches face a dilemma: to pick | 


: doing? 
the best possible squad for the finals and F 5 2 
include the oyer-age stars or simply be loyal to ec still involved in soccer in one form or another 


those youngsters who got the team to the finals. 
Many in Atlanta opted for the loyalty option, 
not in the least because they were using the 
Olympics as part for the World Cup two years 
Tater. 
The same is likely to happen in Sydney 
2000. 


SOCCER CLUB INCORPORATED 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 
1999 State League Trials 


NEW NSW SOCCER 


PEDER ATION THE MOST SUCCESSFUL CLUB IN THE 
COMPETITION 1998 SEASON 
Under 11 & Under 12 1998 PREMIERS 1ST GRADE & U/2is 
Youth League Trials 1998 CHAMPIONS IN 1ST, U/21s & U/18s 


VENUE: 


HAROLD READ PARK 


GIRRAWEEN ROAD, GIRRAWEEN 


TIME: 7PM SHARP 
COMMENCING 16.11.98 


Trials to be conducted at 


sFljuscinyeoxteN oueniber FIRST GRADE & U/21s: 
6.30pm Sharp EVERY MONDAY & WEDNESDAY 

Thursday 3rd December — U/18: EVERY TUESDAY & FRIDAY 
6.30pm Sharp HEAD COACH: 


PHILLIP PAVELA (B) 9752 9888 


HEAD COACH: (AH) 9896 7096 (M) 0416 209 140 


For FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
CHARLES ABDILLA 
0416 171 896 or 9757 2906 


For further information 


14: What is your best asset? 
Handling of the ball. 

15: Complete this sentence: Love is... 

* Sadly Michael was unable to answer this last question. South 

Melbourne’s marketing manager told us that he is rather shy. 

Perhaps next time? 


Next week I will be going back to one of my favourite clubs, 
Newcastle Breakers, to chat with one of their up-and-coming 
stars, Till the 


MANLY 
WARRINGAH 


SOCCER ASSOCIATION 


STATE LEAGUE Division 1 
(ist Grade, Under 21 and Under 18 players) 


Manly Warringah Dolphins 


are conducting trials on the following dates: 


Wednesday 2nd December 1998, 
9th December 1998 


at 6,00pm sharp 
and 


Saturday 5th December 1998, 


12th December 1998 
at 3.00pm sharp 


CROMER PARK 
"Dee Why West 


Enquiries: 
Mark Channell (Secretary) 
(02) 9923 1544 (ah), 0411 50 7010 (mobile) 


RE BACK! 


High-profile Super League club 
Canterbury Marrickville Olympic is 
proud to announce that they have 

been readmitted into the 
FIRST DIVISION of the NSW 
Youth League for season 1999. 


The Club has further ambitions of being admitted 
to the Super Youth League in the year 2000. 


We are therefore looking for experienced 
coaches/managers to help make the Berries’ 
dream come true for the following prospective 
teams in 1999: 
U/11s, U/i2s, U/13s, 
U/14s, U/15s, U/16s 


Coaching resumes should be sent to: 
THE SECRETARY 
Canterbury Marrickville Olympic Soccer Club 
P.O. Box 976 
Marrickville NSW 1475 


ALL INTERESTED PLAYERS ARE ADVISED TO WATCH OUT 
FOR DETAILS ABOUT SOCCER TRIALS WHICH WILL BE 
BEGINNING VERY, VERY SHORTLY ... 


For further details please ring Laki Konistis 
(Soccer Administrator) on 04111.91815 


Australian Features 


UXNUGITTS ALE YWST WOULD IBOUT 
UUTIBULS CLRAVAYY LOATRIRY 


elbourne Knights striker Hrvoje 

Karl has had a lot to deal with in 

his relatively short time in 
Australia. 

He scored a hat-trick in his first 
game in the country, after his 
second he was banned fora year 4 
from soccer! 

When he returned, he 
played out of his skin, but 
not good enough, it 
seemed, to be signed 
by a National League club. 

Known as ‘Harry’ to all 
and sundry, Karl seems 
to had no problems 
making the jump from the 
Victorian Premier League to 
Ericsson Cup football. 

“I'm actually finding playing in the 
National League a little easier than what it 
was in the Premier League” says Karl. 

«a “Here, midfielders and full-backs are 

i looking for strikers to finish off the work. 

“I'm playing differently in the National 
bs League. | went one step forward going to 
q the NSL from the Premier League but my 
playing style has gone two steps. 

“it's a tough competition. Everyone can 
beat everyone else, but like most leagues 
around the world, there are two or three 
clubs a little bit better than the rest.” 

Karl introduced himself to the Ericsson 
Cup by scoring the, 


equaliser after coming of the bench against Northern Spirit. 

Like most Knights players.that night, Karl was blown away by the crowd 
and the atmosphere. 

“It was great. | really didn't expect it, I'd seen it in Perth before but | didn't 
‘expect it in Sydney,” 

He's a player who will always endear himself to the fans. 

He scores goals, plays with great spirit, and never gives anything less than 
100%, Karl has quickly established himself as a cult figure at Knights Stadium. 

Harry came to Australia three years ago from Croatia where he had played 
with top club Croatia Zagreb before being loaned out, as an 18 year old, toa 
‘couple of second division clubs. 

He met Jane, who would later become his wife, in Croatia. 

“Jane was going to live there but she became homesick and asked me to 
‘come back to Australia with her,” 

He came to Melbourne and signed for Premier League team St Albans Saints. 

Karl, in his first game for St Albans, scored a hat-trick against North Geelong, but in the very next game 
came an incident he would rather forget. 

St Albans were away to Bentleigh Greens and having an awiul time of it. 

They were 5-0 down and had had two players sent off when, in the 90th minute, Karl had disagreed with 
a decision the referee had made. 

Karl soon became the third Saints player dismissed after he exposed himself to the referee, earning 
himself a year's suspension! 


“it was a stupid thing to do” Karl admits. 

“| was so embarrassed. I'm not a player 
who does those sort of things.” 

After receiving the suspension, Karl and 
his wife moved to Perth to “get away from 
Melbourne”, 

“Lwas hoping to play over there but | was 
there for eight months without. It was 

boring and | became very unhappy. 
My wife said to me that we 
should go back to Melbourne 
and | could try again.” 

After the ban, Karl played 
the final 8 games of the 
1997 season, scoring nine 
times. 

“Andrew Marth was 
=} coaching St Albans when 

1 came back. | weighed 
about 95kg and had a bit of 
trouble losing the extra kilos, so | 
didn't get much of a run.” 

The following season, Karl showed 
everybody what he was capable of as his 
goals, 23 in al', went a long way to guiding 
the Saints to their first ever Grand Final, 

Although they lost to Bulleen, St Albans 
had had a fantastic year, and a few of their 
players, Karl in particular, seemed certain 
to be snapped up by Ericsson Cup clubs. 

Karl though, worried that he wouldn't get 
the chance to play in Australia's top league. 

“| was a bit nervous about it’ he explains. 

“It looked like nothing 
would 


Everything you wanted to know about Harry Kar, 
but were afraid to asi 


Club; 
Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Marital status: 
Occupation: 
Nickname: 
Position: 
NSL matches: 
NSL goals; 
Previous clubs: Croatia Zagreb, Tresnjevka, 
Hrvatski Dragovoljac, St Albans Saints 
Honours: Yugoslavian under 18 championship 
with Croatia Zagreb, played against Croatian 
national team for Croatian 2nd division selection. 
Biggest influences: Father, wife, 
Favourite overseas club; AC Milan, 
Manchester United 
David Beckham, 
Romario 
v Northern Spirit when 
scored equaliser, 
Marco van Basten v USSR, 
1988 European Championship. 
Favourite other sports: Handball, street basketball 
Favourite food: Pasta 
Favourite drink: Red wine, Coke 
Favourite actor/actress: Al Pacino, 
Anthony Hopkins/Kim Basinger 
Legends of the fall, Braveheart 
Seinfeld 
Any kind 


Melbourne Koights 


Favourite overseas player: 


Most memorable match: 


Best goal seen: 


Favourite film: 
Favourite TV show: 
Favourite music; 


happen. Some people from Melbourne Knights asked me to come to 
training, but it was nothing official. 
“ended up signing and I'm glad | got the chance.” 
Karl, an extremely affable man, does have a touch of the 
eccentric about him. 
In one game for St Albans, Karl did the pre-match warm-up with 
his usual bleached blond hair. 
As the teams ran out for the start of the game, Karl appeared to 
be missing. It took a second look, but Karl was there, only his hair 
had since been dyed blue. 
Karl is confident that the Knights’ fortunes will soon improve. 
“I thought after the game against Northern Spirit that we were starting to improve” he says. 


“We beat Brisbane and played really well, but the next game, against Sydney United, we didn't play well 


atall. 


“We've got some quality players here and we'll start doing better and better.” 


He's optimistic about the Knights chances. 


“Hopefully we can make the top 6. In reality, the middle of the table would be a good spot, but if we're a 


bit lucky we can finish in the top six,” 


This weekend, Karl and the Knights have a tough game on their hands, the big Melbourne derby against 


reigning champions South Melbourne. 


Karl knows all about them, he scored twice against them in a pre-season match. 
“Hopefully there will be a big crowd there. I've really been looking forward to this game.” 


Soccer Weekly's ’s Perth writer, Richard 
Kreider, comments. 


Or the record 40,000 plus crowd at 
Suncorp Stadium when Brisbane Strikers 
played Sydney United in the Ericsson Cup 
final two seasons ago. I’m sure Craig 


well-known Perth Australian Rules Johnston, the former Liverpool star, 


Football identity once told me that in the has since regretted his'wisecrack 
early seventies, he and many others were in about playing soccer for — 
fear of soccer taking over the mantle as the Australia would be like surfing : 
top team sport in Australia. for England. 


with soccer, it still struggles with the 
television media, especially the commercial 
Stations whe continue to treat the sport like 


it has severe body odour. 


The biggest hand-ball of soccer 
was made this season when 
Channel Seven passed the NSL 
to the ABC where it now has 


Scant coverage. 


is the number one sport in most other 
countries. 

What more proof does the Government 
want that soccer has finally arrived in Perth 
and long overdue for assistance with 
finding a venue. E 

Perhaps when that magical day arrives, 
soccer will finally realise its true potential 
and not be regarded as having the same 


But when they saw the code forever in 
strife with the way it was run, the ethnic 
Clubs and the friction that often occurred on 
the field of play, their fears were 
subsequently quelled. 

But now that those founding fathers have. 
had children born in Australia, the same 
children that want to represent their country 
of birth, the image of soccer is looking 
considerably healthier. 

What more proof do you want of its 
enhanced image and Its attraction to the 
mainstream Australian community than the 
record 85,000 crowd at the Melboutne Cricket 
Ground late last year to see the Socceroos, 
take on Iran ina World Cup qualifier? 


Since their introduction in 
the NSL, Perth Glory has 
done fantastic things for 
soccer in the West, “=4 
compared to when the be 
footballing code would 
make the back page of 
the local newspaper 
when there . was 
something negative ae The fact that the 
write about. a crowds have continued 

Now, quite often you —4 to grow since Perth 
‘would see the Glory Glory kicked off three seasons ago simply 
make the back of the tabloid with a positive highlights the fact that they are here to stay 


This season the Glory is 
attracting an average of 
almost 17,500 people 

through the turnstiles 

(not counting the 13,943 
i= fans that turned up for 
the Canberra Cosmos 
‘away’ fixture at Perth 
Oval). 


story. But while The West Australian and have as much right to media exposure 


newspaper is doing a commendable job _as any other sport, especially since soccer 


reputation as tiddiywinks. 

The Australian Rules identity who was in 
fear of soccer taking over Australia In the 
seventies, has every right to feel threatened 
once again as we close in on the next 
millennium. The fact that most children play. 
soccer than footie is evidence of its 
popularity. 

But my argument is not about soccer 
overhauling Aussie Rules, | believe it has a 
right to play a major role in Australian 
society, the same way Gridiron does in 
America. All that |, and many other Perth 
fans, are asking for Is that soccer gets a fair 


TV SOCCER DEAL 


AS a devoted fan, I am writing to your fine 
publication to raise the issue of this year’s 
TV coverage of the Ericsson Cup. 

Soccer Australia made great claims pre-sea- 
son, how the new deal with Channel Seven 
would generate greater funds and. bring 
Australian Soccer onto a mainstream commer- 
cial station. 

Unfortunately, the reality is that fans have 
no preview program, the ABC will show a 
Sunday match of the day live which is fine, but 
‘importantly there will be no weekly review 
program. The fans have now no chance to see a 


professional sum up of the weekend games, 
with news, interviews and all the goals scored. 

Even in many poor developing nations, this 
would not be occurring. I would like to see 
your paper publish the actual details of the new 
TV deal and some sort of explanation from 
Soccer Australia. 

It would also be nice to see the new 
Chairman, Basil Scarsella, do something about 
this poor state of affairs and win back the con- 
fidence of the fans, who, we should not forget, 
are the lifeblood of the World Game. 

George Gronthos, 
_ Adelaide, SA. 


cosmos SIGNS SQUID? 


lease spare a quid for Mr Squid 

—1 can just see him now... 
propel himself across the turf 
and then a mighty POW! 


As one of many ‘legs’ lash out 

to thwack the ball to net 

Yes Mr Squid, you're worth that quid 
Thope we land you yet! 


If Rale should, perchance, not like 

your taste for dwelling deep 

— just take your bod to the Cheer Squad 
—an arm ‘round each could creep. 


Should Cosmos go a-fishing 


and trawl for stars at sea 
you have our vote now Mr Squid 
.». beats calamari tea! 
Chris Kunz, 
Higgins, ACT. 


rehie Blue, Australia’s former 
World Cup striker, together 


with Sydney businessman 
Nick Sayvas, has combined forces to 
break into the manufacturing of cus- 


University of New South Wales 


tom designed popular international 
Soccer strips and fashionable sports- 
wear, 

With over 25 years of experience in 
the industry, in both wholesaler as well 
as retailing, this dynamic 
duo are embarking on a 
new challenge in servicing 
the Australian Soccer mar- 


Soccer Club is inviting 
applicants for the position of 


First Grade Coach 
for 1999 
Level 2 essential 


Inquiries 
Robert Devey 


9584 9796 (ah) 
rdevey @csr.com.au 


Claire Treadgold 
0417 204 476 (m) 
ctreadgold @edfac.usyd.edu.au 


ket, including clubs and 
supporters. 

“Profile Sportswear’ is 
now able to service the fans 
and clubs by supplying all 
Soccer strips, tracksuits, 
supporters’ shirts etc, direct 
from factory to the fan. 

Orders are now being 
taken for Christmas. 

Whether you are an 
Juventus, Liverpool, 
England, Arsenal, Man- 
chester United, Milan or 
Real Madrid fan, plus 
many more, order now for 
Christmas from advert 
appearing on this page. 

With their new concept, 
“Profile Sportswear’ antici- 
pates it will be able to dras- 
tically reduce prices as well 
as delivery times. 

See ad right. 
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Y NOW FOR CHRISTMAS Fe 


A perfect gift for kids 


that love soccer 
Club and National supporters sets for kids 


Clubs 

AEK 

Ajax 

Aston Villa 

AC Milan 
Aberdeen 

AC Fiorentina 
Arsenal 
Barcelona 
Bayern Munich 
Birmingham 
Blackburn 
Coventry 
Crystal Palace 
Celtic 

Hearts 

Inter Milan 
Juventus 

Leeds United 
Leicester City 
Manchester United 
Manchester City 
Norwich 

Real Madrid 
Rangers 
Sampdoria 
Sheffield United 
Sheffield 
Liverpool 
Southampton 
Tottenham Hotspurs 
West Ham 
Newcastle 
Everton 
Olympiakos 


(From our factory to you) 


Hungary 
H33 | Plus $7 postage and handling 


anywhere in Australia 


AdultsS M L XL XXL 


To find out stock availability 


CALL Now (02) 9144 4070 


If we receive your order between now and December 15th 


N75 


SOCCER BALL size 4 valued at $15 


5 } 
¥ 
¥ 
Code} Country Code bs 
xo1| SHIRTS AND SHORTS |, ..., na 
HO2 fens 1 
HO 9 0 rgentina NSI 
Hos Australia N52 . a 
HOS Holland N53 eo 
HO6 
H07 | Plus $7 postage and handling yy Nt : 
Hoe anywhere in Australia Greece NSS i 
HOO England N56 : 
H10 Turkey NS7 * 
BY Yugoslavia N58 
H12 | “ees 
HB |) Croatia N59 | 
HI4 Russia Noo ‘3 
HIS | Bulgaria N6l I 
HI6 | 
HI7 Norway N62 
HI Germany N63 
HI9 Scotland N64 sg 
ue) France N65 
21 H 
H22 Ireland N66 
H23 } Sweden N67 i 
H24 Portugal N68 
10s ine a 
6 4 pain ' 
H27 “On Field Supporters” —_| Israel N70 Ss 
H28 Adult (shirt only) Moroceo NTI j 
#29 Japan N72 . s 
#30 i 
#30 Korea N73 
H31 New Zealand N74 ' 
132 bs 
\ 
* 
bd 
1 
¥ 
“ 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE IF NOT COMPLETELY SATISFIED 


(excluding postage and handling) 
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Welcome ‘Ataluost We are The Four 
Diegos. Let's Samba, Let's Rumba, Let’s 
La Bamba, Let’s Salza down the 
Copacobana with sombreros on our head 
and ball at our feet .. 

Let’s welcome Perth Glory’s revelation 
this season — Paul Strudwick. 


Diegos: “It’s a long way from playing in the 
Western Australian State League competition to 
playing in front of 18,000 Glory supporters, for a 
former East German national coach and hovering 
near the top of the Ericsson Cup ladder, Do you have 
to slap yourself when you wake up in the morning to 
remind yourself that this is not a dream?” 

Strudwick: “Sometimes | do need to slap myself 
around a bit, especially after the great start to the year 
we have had.” 

Diegos: “You have been a regular on the score 
sheet in the early rounds this year, Have you worked 
on that part of your game or have you just decided to 
‘hog’ the ball more and not pass to your team mates 
this season?” 


Perth Clomy 
Anivia ‘Quiz! 


1, What is the name of Perth Glory's 
promotional vehicle (pic below)? 


(a) Glory mobile 

(0) Go Go mobile 

‘(c) VW Combi van 

‘(d) The Four Diegos sponsored Valiant 
Safari Station Wagon with dice hanging 
off the rar vision mirror and a GT stripe. 


2 What i is the nickname of Perth ee 
striker, John Markovski? 


(a) Letty 
“(b) Mactine 
{c) Jonesy 

/_ (d) Fabio 


Strudwick: “No not really, In our first season 1 ended 
up with seven goals. I've always been a goalscorer but 1 
don't think Bernd has plans to use me as a striker this 
Season, but its nice to hit the back of the net all the 


Diegos: “Many soccer pundits believe that Glory 
can go all the way this season. Do you believe that the 
Glory can take the next step in 1999?” 

Strudwick: “Y'd like to think so. Obviously the 
upcoming games against South Melbourne, and 
Gippsland Falcons away, are games that we really do 
have to win. They are games that in the past we have 
struggled in, but if we can win these sort of contests we 
are definitely a good chance. In the first two years we 
did really well against all the top teams, but we 
performed poorly against all the lower teams, If we are 
to achieve anything this season we have to be more 
consistent.” 


Diegos: “The Four Diegos reckon 
that you have been one the Glory’: s, 
most consistent performers this year.” 
What do you believe is the major | 
reason for your good early season 
form?” 

Strudwick: “I'd say the major reason 
for my consistent form is down to the 
increased confidence given to me by our 
coaching staff. They are different to any 
of the coaches that I have had before. 
Pve really been enjoying it this season. 
T'm a little bit fitter than | was last year. 
Bernd concerntrates a Jot on leg strength, 
so now I find I can run hard for 90 
minutes when this wasn’t always the case 
in the past.” 


Quote taken from a Four 
Diegos interview with the 
goalkeeper of an Ericsson Cup 
team recently beaten by the 
Perth Glory ... 


“You could have locked me in 
@ phone booth with Pamela 
‘Anderson and | still wouldn't 
have got my hands on 
anything!” 


Westrictps Sports 


WANTED 


Accommodation with caring families 
for students from country NSW and 


THE MAN THEY CALL 
‘“STRUDDERS’ 


Diegos: “You are originally from England. Do you 
find that the Perth Glory crowd with their distinctive 
form of vocal support reminds you of Home Sweet 
Home?” 

Strudwick: “Definitely, I'd say that the Glory 
supporters are better than 90% of the crowds | played in 
front of when | played in England. Luckily | haven't felt 
home sick yet but if they keep on singing and chanting 
the way they do, you never know.” 

Diegos: “Have you got a message for the fanatical 
Glory fans out there in the stands?” 

Strudwick: “Keep on supporting us 100% and 
hopefully we will get there,” 

Diegos: “Well Strudders all the best for the season 
mate, Keep on ‘Hogging’ that ball. Adios amigo.” 

Stange: “Thanks Diegos. Ole amigos! 

“The Four Diegos’ are radio celebrities and soccer 
A seribes from Melboume who have developed a soft spot 
for soccer playing Sandgropers... 

E-Mail “The Diegos’ on FourDiegos@bigpond,com 


For more Four Diegos, go to page 18 to read our 
interview with a player who is just an old Song ‘n" 
Dance Man. 


Answers to Quiz 


Question 1: (a) 
Question 2: (c) 


Hicw Scuooi 


FIRST IN AUSTRALIA 


interstate. 


For information 
contact: 


Joanne Kenny 


Director of Sport 
Puone: (02) 9604 3333 


Fax: (02) 9725 4898 


Australian Features 


ee 


By Guest Writer, Bonnie Mersiades 


y day, Gerry Prewett is a mild-mannered 
‘accountant-type at Edith Cowan University in 
‘suburban Perth, 

Every second Sunday, come another home game for 
Perth Glory at Perth Oval, and Gerry Prewett is one of 
the famous Shed, 

For Gerry, being part of the Shed is second-nature, 


SOCCER CLUB 


FRASER PAR 


NSW STATE LEAGUE 


Originally from Bristol and still an active and devoted 
Bristol Rovers supporter — standing and singing at a 
football game is just part of life. 

“It's what I did as a lad with my Dad, and whathe did 
with his Dad and so it goes. When I knew Perth was 
finally going to have a team in the national soccer 
league, it was just wonderful.” 

Like many people from Europe, the most difficult 
aspect of Australian life to get used to (not counting 

distance from family) is the lack of football culture. 

“Tt was particularly bad in Perth, There was a 
State competition, but it was fairly average. Perth 
Glory has been good not just for the national 
Teague, but also locally. It's made people take 
notice of the game.” 

Certainly, it’s clear from even just a fleeting 
visit to Perth that Glory enjoys support and 


7.00 — 9.00PM 
TUESDAYS 
24 NOV / 1 DEC / 8 DEC 


VENUE 
FRASER PARK 


FurtHer ENauinies PLease Contact 


Head Coach — 

Tony Dunn 9204 2742 
(Att Hours) or 
Roger Neto 0419 200 484 
Club 9557 4130 


SELECTION TRIALS 


100 Marrickville Rd, Marrickville 


recognition within the community. 

They have their own banner headline on the 
back page of Perth's only local morning 
newspaper, The West Australian; they are 
mentioned in news bulletins; and they are talked 
about in the same breath as any other Western 
Australian sporting achievement by the morning 
radio brigade. 

Even the taxi drivers are well versed into 
what’s going on at Glory, and were able to talk 
knowledgeably about which pub to go to 
beforehand, Markovski, Halpin, Vas, young 
Danny, Bobby and Bernd, 

Bernd, of course, is Bernd Stange, Perth 
Glory’s star signing and new coach. He is a 
former East German national coach and has 
served on FIFA technical committees, Many were 
sceptical that someone who knew hardly any 
English, and who hadn’t previously visited 
Australia, who didn’t know about the other teams, 
and who wouldn’t be used to the conditions, 
would be able to prepare a team for the Australian 
league, 


UTS SYDNEY OLYMPIC V NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 


THIS SUNDAY AT 


BELMORE SPORTS GROUND 


November 29 
Main Game Kick-Off 6.30PM 
Youth League Kick-Off 4PM 


Come and see classy international 


MEHMED DURAKOVIC make his debur F 


(2-<C NO TEA FOR TWO IN THE SHED 


But, to date, Stange’s pedigree has shown 
through, with Perth sitting on top of the ladder. 
No doubt Glory co-owners, Nick Tana and Paul 
Afkos, are delighted, 

In fact, in business terms, Perth Glory’s short 
time in the national league is almost a best 
practice case study for a combination of astute 
strategic planning, good management and 
preparedness to inyest in marketing and 
promotion. 

Gerry Prewett agrees that Stange has been 
‘good for the Glory squad. 

“They are very fit, as you would expect with a 
German coach, and they’re much tougher than 
we,ve ever seen them before. The Shed is having 
a great time.” 

While many in The Shed are expat Brits like 
Gerry, the atmosphere generated by them has 
much broader appeal. 

David Komadina, 26, is a network systems 
officer with New Horizons Holidays in Perth and 
he joined The Shed after deciding to “try it out” 
with a few friends after having been to Glory’s 
first few games in the more sedate family area. 

“L went along to the pub beforehand and got 


YDE Cl 


SOCCER CLUB 


NSW STATE SUPER LEAGUE 


TRIALS 


First Grade 
Under 21 


Sunday 6 December 
Tuesday 8 December 


talking with a few others, and joined in at The 

tah adicnn eee Thursday 10 December 
“T wouldn't go anywhere else at Perth Oval 

now and if I miss a game like I had to the other Meadowbank Park 

week I suffer withdrawal symptoms! A day at the Bottom of Adelaide St. 


football is not only good football, but also great 
camaraderie. Being part of that atmosphere and 
vibe takes the ootball to another level.” 

Mind you, Gerry and David are the first to 
admit The Shed has its differences. 

“We've got a right and left side and it’s 
nothing to do with brains or politics!” said Gerry. 


West Ryde 


Enquiries to Les DeCelis 
Ph 0414 999 133 or 


*Read Soccer Weekly next week (BH) 9799 9133 


for Part Two 


or Sydney Olympic 


Rove® 


Jim Kourtis 


ANSETT AUSTRALIA SUMMER SERIES 


Round Three 


‘HORIZON SNATCH FIRST WIN | 


NORTHERN NSW HORIZON ...2 
(Shelley Youman 88, Rachael Alley 90) 
CANBERRA ECLIPSE . 
(Sacha Wainwright 17) 


‘orthern NSW Horizon recorded their first win 
Nz the season with two goals in the final seven 
minutes to snatch an important 2-1 victory 
over the in-form Canberra Eclipse in Sunday’s 
Round 3 action at Ainslie Football Club in Canberra. 

Northern Horizon enjoyed the better share of the 
possession for much of the game, but they couldn’t have 
left their run much later to conyert their territorial 
advantage into goals, 

The Eclipse did well to hold out Northern’s attack, 
but let their guard down with victory in their sights, a 
win which would have launched them into first place 
ahead of the NSWIS Sapphires, 

Somewhat against the run of play, it was Canberra 
who took the carly lead in the 17th minute. Fullback 
Amy Taylor despatched a long ball forward for Matilda 
teammate Angela Iannotta who weaved her way into the 
box. A neat flick provided Sacha Wainwright with the 
chance, and she made no mistake in slotting the ball 
home. 

The remainder of the first half saw a share of the 
possession with few opportunities at either end. 

After the break, Horizon fought hard to draw back 
level and were creating the more dangerous of the 
chances, but were unable to break through, —/ 

Then midway through the second term, Iannotta 
almost doubled the home side's lead but for a great 
saving tackle from Horizon defender Tracie McGovern. 

Finally a last gasp effort provided the rewards for 
Northern Horizon, Chery! Salisbury instrumental in the 


1 


~ CASAGRANDE ON FIRE 


CANBERRA ECLIPSE .. 


+3 
(Lisa Casagrande 7, 70, 94) 


NORTHERN NSW HORIZON ...2 


(Chery! Salisbury 59, Sunni Hughes 91) 


n the Saturday, Canberra Eclipse leapt into 
second place, a Lisa Casagrande hat-trick 
igniting the home side’s 3-2 win in a 


seesawing contest against Northern NSW Horizon. 
‘The triple treat was Matilda Casagrande’s second in 


just five matches, and with a total tally of eight is top of * 


the goalscorers. 


Shelley Youman 


centre of midfield. In the 88th minute of play, Shelley 
Youman in her comeback round following knee 
problems, sunk the equaliser, heading home at close 
range to finish a cross from the left. 

Two minutes later, the visitors completely spoilt 
Canberra's party, creating the winner and stealing the 
three points. 

Youth international fullback Rachael Alley became 
the hero, unmarked to boot the ball into the back of the 
net from wide on the left, 

Eclipse striker Lisa Casagrande had an opportunity in 
the dying moments to reclaim the draw, but her effort 
flew just wide of the target. 

The win will raise the spirits of Horizon, boosted to 
within one point of QAS Sting, their Round 4 opponents 
in what will be a huge occasion befofe a big Coffs 
Harbour crowd. 3 


The band-aid line-up of Canberra Eclipse was 
delighted with the nervewracking win which left them 
with a chance to steal first position from NSWIS 
Sapphires who had the weekend bye. 

On the negative side, their one more was added to the 
injury toll, Dior Foxhill suffering medial damage to her 
knee. 

Canberra took the lead as early as the 7th minute, 
forging up the left wing with Sacha Wainwright fighting 
off a Horizon challenge, 

Keeper Rebecca Perrett fumbled in her attempt to 
take Cindy Doyle’s cross, and the quick Casagrande 
arrived on the scene to send the loose ball into the back 
of the net. 

In what was a very physical clash, Eclipse continued 
to control proceedings in the first half, building attacks 
from the back, and working well up the flanks. 
Northern’s defensive line did well to hold the Eclipse to 
{just the one at the break. 

Play switched backwards and forwards after 
resumption and the visitors started to look dangerous. 
Fourteen minutes in, Horizon ran at goal and their 
attacker was brought down in the box. Midfielder Cheryl 
Salisbury gladly converted from the spot to level the 
score at 1-1. 

Eclipse striker Angela Iannotta made a solo run but 
opted for the pass instead of the shot and the chance was 
gone, But two minutes later Canberra were once again 
in the lead. 

A Nancy Foot cross from the left was deflected back 
by Doyle for Casagrande to finish from close range. 

Soon after, Horizon hit the crossbar with a looping 
shot as the tension grew for a dramatic finish. Then a 
minute inside stoppage time, Northern found the 
levelling goal to tie things up at 2-2, Hughes the scorer, 
finding the target from eight metres. 

But the game was not over, play continuing well over 
the ninety minutes, and time enough for Casagrande to 
again weave her magic and snatch back the win. Foot 
‘was again the provider with another good cross from the 
left, Casagrande soaring above the defence to head in the 
hat-trick winner. 


SA STANLEY’S STARS ........4 


| (Erin O'Shea 15, Lia Matto 17, Natalie Thomas 78, 
Rebecca Morrison 84) 


|QASSTING ......0.00..00500 


fter a disappointing performance on the 

Saturday, SA Stanley’s Stars were a different 
L Si altogether on the Sunday at Brisbane's 
Perry Park, smashing four unanswered goals past 
QAS Sting to reclaim second position on the ladder. 

An entertaining fast-paced display, both sides made a 
lively start, and QAS Sting in particular looked fired up 
for a second win, full of gusto moving up on goal. 
Alicia Ferguson was sent through for a strike at close 
range but Stars’ keeper Tracey Wheeler made the 
blocking save at the attackers’ feet. 

SA Stars then stepped in to take contro! and ran at 
goal at every opportunity. Sharon Black’s long range 
attempt was bound for the top left corner of goal but 
Sting keeper Claire Nichols made a fantastic flying 
save, then had the presence of mind to pounce on the 
| loose ball to deny Stars’ attackers lurking near goal. 

Then in the 15th minute, the Stars took the lead. The 
ball was fed to Black as her marker challenged strongly, 
both with their back to goal. 

Black won the tussle, managing to poke the ball back 
to midfielder Erin O'Shea, who lined up from 16 metres 
on the left. Keeper Nichols lunged at the ball, but it 
found its way just inside the left post. 

The home side suffered a second Stars goal just two 
minutes later. Natalie Thomas was the provider with a 
pinpoint early cross from deep on the right. Clear of the 


STARS TURN THE TABLES 


defence at the far post, Lia Matto had no hesitation to 
blast the ball into the roof of the net, her first goal in her 
debut season. 

Ferguson almost reduced the deficit for the Sting in 
the 28th minute, but Stars’ Louisa Bisby appeared from 
nowhere to clear the ball off the line, 

For the remainder of the half, it was home keeper 
Nichols who was kept busy as SA continued to pepper 
the goal, Thomas enjoying a new role in midfield and 
instigating many of the attacking moves. 

‘The tempo slowed a little after the resumption but the 
Stars continued their search for goals. QAS also fought 
on but the solid Stars backline didn’t allow them 
anywhere near goal. 

‘Thomas capped off her performance with a goal of 
her own in the 78th minute, putting the game well 
beyond the Sting’s reach. 

‘On the quick break, Kristy Moore fed the long ball 
forward to send the pacy Thomas clear of the defence, 
In the one-on-one, Nichols dived at Thomas’ feet but 
the loose ball popped up in the path of Thomas. 
Amongst claims that she had controlled the ball with her 
arm, Thomas kept going towards goal and slid the ball 
into the open goal. 

Six minutes later, the visitors scored their fourth of 
the game, defender Kristyn Swaffer allowed to weave 
her way up the park. 

The keeper came out and challenged but the ball ran 
on for Swaffer who sent over a cross from near the left 
goalline, The floating ball hit the right top comer of the 
woodwork, bouncing back nicely for substitute Rebecca 
Morrison to drive home, 


DAS STING ainieitele sn sinieian ice 
(Alicia Ferguson 60, Georgette Leake 78) 


SA STANLEY'S STARS . 0 


AS Sting celebrated their opening home 

game on Saturday with their first win for the 

season, a 2-0 victory over SA Stanley’s Stars, 
| The two sides started on an equal footing, 
| each with chances in attack but unable to break for 
| the early lead. 

Midway through the first half, Georgette Leake had 
the best chance for the Sting, provided with a 
‘great ball from Lisa Dunne. 

Within close range of goal, Leake beat her 
opponent but keeper Leanne Trimboli dived at 
her feet to block the shot. Leake had a second 
bite, backheading the loose ball toward goal, but 
again the attempt was blocked by the defence. 

The Queenslanders stepped up a gear and 
Started to create numerous opportunities but the 
Stars managed to keep a clean sheet for the first 
half. After the break, play continued in much the 
same fashion, and after fifteen minutes, the home 
side finally broke the deadlock. 

Livewire Lisa Dunne challenged the keeper 
for a high ball and won, Leake then squaring the 
ball across the danger area for Alicia Ferguson to 
drill the ball home from ten metres, 


Georgette Leake 


WOMEN’S STATE LEAGUE 


Manly Warringah Dolphins 


Wednesday 2nd December 1998 


at 
GRIFFITHS PARK 


STING’S FIRST WIN 


‘The Stars created the odd chance on the break, but it 
was the Sting who held the momentum and looked like 
taking the points. The win was all but sealed with 
twelve minutes remaining, Leake taking the scoreline to. 
2-0. 

This time it was QAS on the counterattack, a quick 
ball was fired up field to Ferguson whose snap shot was 
blocked by the outcoming keeper. 

Dunne pressured the defence in the resultant 
scramble for the ball, and a poor clearance gave the ball 
to Leake, free on the left. From 14 metres, she smashed. 
her shot into the top far comer of goal, 


MANLY 
WARRINGAH 


SOCCER ASSOCIATION 


Division 1 
(Under 19s and All Age) 


Trials will commence on. 


Anzac Avenue, Collaroy 
6.30pm Sharp 


Enquiries: 
Michael Beckett (Coach) (H) 9982 1814 
Rhonda Ferguson (H) 9984 0500 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 1 
Wilson 4 

MARCONI FAIRFIELD 2 
S.Bobie 11, Roberts 06 80 

At Breakers Stadium, Newcastle 


By John Economos 


‘ARCONI galvanised their lofty spot behind 

League leaders Perth Glory last Sunday by 

defeating a plucky Newcastle Breakers at 
the Breakers’ Stadium, but not before needing the 
assistance of a late own goal, 

The crowd of 3,323 left the Stadium with the firm 
belief that the Breakers’ performance, despite the loss, 
left them far from disgraced. ~ 

With the scoreline locked in at 1-1 and with 10 
minutes left on the clock, disaster struck the brave 
Novocastrians. 

And ironically it was Newcastle’s excellent defender 
Andy Roberts who tured hero to villain, 

Roberts had done a magnificent job the whole match 
in tracking the Marconi’s captain Brad Maloney to keep 
him scoreless, 

But in attempting to clear a dangerous cross fired into 
the Newcastle box, the tenacious defender inadvertently 
steered the danger past his stranded goalkeeper Bobby 
Catlin and into his own net. 

Newcastle had Marconi rattled as early as in the 
fourth minute when central midfielder Mark Wilson 
opened the scoreline for the home side. 

‘A well measured Glenn Sprod cross to the back post 
easily found Wilson who promptly headed into the 
target, 

Seven minutes later Marconi equalised. 
Right defender Chad Gibson, a late replacement for 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 
ADELAIDE CITY 1 
Mennillo 89 

At Suncorp Stadium, Brisbune 


By Glenn Davis 


Kosmina wants for Christmas this year after 

Adelaide City sunk Brisbane Strikers 1-0 with 
another last minute goal at Suncorp Stadium on 
Saturday night, 

A consistent goalscorer has been placed at the top of 
Kosmina’s Christmas wish list after the home side 
bombed several scoring chances in surrendering their 
unbeaten home record, 

Kosmina is hoping a “mystery” former AIS player, 
who's been playing overseas, may provide him with an 
early present although he’s keeping a lid on the player's 
identity until after he arrives and trains with the club this 
week, 

The Strikers have suffered the agony of throwing 
away costly points with last minute goals on four 
occasions this year, which could play a crucial role in 
whether the side makes the top six at the end of the 
season, 

The Strikers easily dominated their more experienced 
and classy opponents, but paid the price for missing 
several chances while Adelaide City had just two 
chances, netting the vital winner in the 89th minute. 

City striker Dino Mennillo struck the cruellest of 
blows when he outstripped the Strikers defence for pace 
before letting fly with a blistering left foot shot past 
Strikers’ keeper Clint Bolton. 

‘The goal was a case of deja vu after being sunk by 
last minute goals in their two all draw against Perth 
Glory, a 2-1 loss to Sydney Olympic and 3-2 defeat by 


Tice no prize for guessing what coach John 


the ill Pan-Kuen Kim, fired in a perfect cross from the 
right flank to find pacey striker Sean Babic racing into 
the box to head home. 

Newcastle dropped people behind the ball to try and 
hold off the mobile and dangerous Marconi and even 
looked as if they would in the end be rewarded for their 
gallant display. 

But then Roberts’ tragic own-goal ultimately gave 
Marconi all three points. 

But it could have been ever so different as in the last 
two minutes Newcastle courageously came forward, 
desperately seeking the equaliser. 

Mobile Breakers striker Johnny Buonavoglia ran into 
the clear to find himself in a one-on-one situation with 
‘Marconi’s goalkeeper Ante Covic. 

The lanky Covic was quick off his line to pull off a 
magnificent save and deny the Novocastrians any share 
of the spoils, 

Best for Newcastle was hard working defender 
Roberts whilst Marconi’s goalscorer Babic plus 
defensive midfielder Marcus Phillips stood out. 

Marconi’s coach Frank Farina stated immediately 
after the match: “Marconi’s performance wasn’t too bad 
as we played reasonably well, and although we 
conceded an early goal following a set piece we 
recovered well to finish the job. 

“T honestly believe that we deserved the win and was 
happy with chances we created. They (Newcastle) 
almost saved the match late in the game but our 
goalkeeper (Covic) was able to make a great save.” 


Melbourne Knights. 

“We had enough chances to win 10 games,” a 
dejected Kosmina said. 

“We need a striker who can hold up the ball, be 
aggressive and can score goals. 

“We are just not aggressive and aware enough in the 
box. They had virtually one shot on target and it went 
in.” 

Kosmina has no complaints with his defence, who he 
believes played well against Adelaide, despite missing 
skipper Glenn Gwynne who was a surprise casualty 
before kick-off with a bruised foot. 

Young replacement Matt Bell stood in like a veteran 
at the back and did a fine job in Gwynne’s absence. 

‘The Strikers had the better of the match testing man 
of the match Socceroo keeper Jason Petkovic on several 
occasions. 

Petkovic’s height denied midfielder Chay Hews an 
early breakthrough for the home side, snatching an 
attempted chip in the 17th minute. 

Socceroo midfielder Kasey Wehrman, who took over 
the captaincy role from Gwynne,-also missed with a 
good opportunity striking his attempt wide midway 
through the first half after combining brilliantly in a 
‘one-two with Andy Harper. 

The Strikers attempted two further long range shots 
from Nick Meredith and Hews just before the break but 
both shots went wide of the mark. 

Apart from Mennillo’s goal Adelaide City had few 
shots on target with midfielder Brad Hassell having one 
Tare opportunity midway through the second half when 
he took on the defence but shot wide of the mark from 
18 metres. 

‘The Strikers’ task of trying to find the net became 
frustrating as City coach Zoran Matic used a funnelling 
defence ensuring his forwards retreated to half way to 
deny the Strikers’ attacking space. 
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ERICSSON CU 


MATCH OF THE SEASON! 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 4 
Curcija 16 Lozanovski 20,31 Coveny 45 
CARLTON 4 


Tricarico 4 Cervinski 11 Lapsansky 41 
Viahos 86 


At Bob Jane Stadium, Melbourne 
By Dwyght Tuffnell 


lhe Grand Final replay between South 
Melbourne and Carlton produced an amazing 
4-4 draw at Bob Jane Stadium on Sunday. 

After a seven goal first half which included some 
dreadful defending, some normality was restored in the 
second half with only one goal, 

South battled back from 0-2 down to lead 4-3 at half 
time only to see the Blues snatch a point with a goal 
from Andy Vlahos in the 86th minute, despite being 
down to ten men after the sending off of captain Andrew 
Marth. 3 

The events which took place overshadowed the fact 
that it was Paul Trimboli’s 300th game for South 
Melbourne, 

11,522 fans turned up, a bigger than expected crowd 
considering the match was broadcast live on ABC TV. 

The rivalry which has built up between these two in a 
such a short space of time was evident early with both 
Marth and Steve losifidis finding their way into referee 
Eddie Lennie’s book within the first five minutes. 

Carlton looked as though they might repeat the 5-0 
thrashing they handed South last season when they went 
2-0 ahead in the first 15 minutes. 

Joe Tricarico scored the first, pouncing on a rebound 
after Michael Petkovic had palmed a Marth shot into the 
air. 


SYDNEY UTD 
Sterjovski 46,78 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES 


By John Vrtaric 


ydney United continued its successful season as 

the surprise packet of the Ericsson Cup with a 

‘close, but deserved 2-1 victory over the season’s 
underachievers, Wollongong, 

David Mitchell’s team was written off at the start of 
the season after losing half its team from the previous 
season and both of his experienced strikers, Abbas Saad 
and recruit Nathan Day, sitting on the bench with long 
term injuries, 

In spite of these setbacks they have shocked the 
pundits, and themselves, by sitting in third spot with its 
only two defeats being to the two leaders, Perth Glory 
and Marconi. 

Its opponents are experiencing contrasting fortunes - 
a successful season last year and the purchase of 
Michael Brooks forebode well for its prospects this year. 
But with only one victory the Wolves are languishing in 
the bottom three on the Ericsson Cup table. 

‘The first opportunity fell to Sterjovski who found 
himself in the clear after a quick throw-in from Peter 
Bennett. 

With Griffiths steaming in towards the goal on the 
right, Sterjovski’s chipped cross was too high for his 
partner and the danger evaporated. 

However, the clearance reached the alert Velimir 
Kupresak who immediately returned the ball towards the 
Wolves’ goal to Griffiths, 

Using his speed to good effect Griffiths slipped past 
his marker to take the ball inside the Wollongong 
penalty box but his forceful strike slid past the right 
hand post. 

The best chance of the half belonged to the Wolves 
when, in the 23rd minute, a long ball out of defence 
reached the head of Kosta Salapasidis who glided it 
neatly info the path of a long run out of midfield from 
Brooks. He took the ball in his stride and headed 


There was worse to follow for the champions in the 
11th minute. 


Marth headed on a comer to Vlahos who knocked it 
back across the face of goal for David Cervinski to head 
in his second goal in as many weeks. 

South then hit back and Michael Curcija hit a post in 
the 15th minute, but was on target just a minute later 
when he headed in Goran Lozaovski’s cross. 

Lozanovski then equalised in the 20th minute playing 
a terrific one-two with Vaughan Coveny from a comer. 

He found the net again in the 3ist minute top put 
South in front with a brilliantly struck free kick from 25 
metres. 

‘The game showed no signs of letting up as Cariton 
got back on level terms albeit a little fortunately — in 
the 41st minute. 

Midfielder Lubo Lapsansky shot from 30 metres, 
optimistically it seemed, but his effort bounced 
awkwardly in front of Petkovic and went through the 
embarrassed ‘keeper's arms and into the net. 

An incredible 45 minutes was topped off with another 
South goal just before the break. 

‘Tansel Baser played the ball over the Carlton defence 
to Coveny who turned Cervinski before firing a shot 
under Dean Anastasiadis, 

With some strong words from their coaches at half 
time, both defences tightened up considerably in the 
second half — the first shot on target didn’t come until 
the 60th minute. 

Marth, booked in the first minute, was sent off for the 
second time this already this season when he lunged at 
Baser in the 73rd minute to earn himself a second 
yellow card, 

Carlton had to conjure up something special to rescue 
anything out of the game, and they did so with just four 
minutes remaining. 


towards Crews’ area of domain but just as he was about 
to shoot a flying David Barrett snuck in a boot on 
Brook's blind side and pushed the ball back towards his 
goalkeeper and out of danger. 

In the 33rd minute an attempted clearance in front of 
Wollongong’s goal hit the back of Sebastian Sinozic and 
ballooned just over the goal. 

Kosta Salapasidis’ only bright moment in the half 
occurred in the 36th minute when he beat his marker, 
Kupresak and then “nutmeg” United’s sweeper, Richard 
Plesa and proceeded towards Crews. 

Joe Vrkic came across to cut him off and as 
Salapasidis ventured to beat him on the inside Vrkic was 
able to cover his move and block the attempted strike on 
goal. 

‘The final six minutes of the half produced the most 
‘excitement. In the 41st minute @ run from midfield by 
Steve Berry produced a fine pass to Sterjovski who 
carried the ball inside the penalty box and shot with his 
left foot. 

The grass cutting shot found the Wolves’ ‘keeper, 
Leslie Pogliacomi, in fine form with a good deflection 
past his right hand post. 

In the second minute of injury time Pogliacomi was 
called to perform two pieces of acrobatics that kept his 
team in the match. - 

A long ball out of defence on the right found the head 
of Griffiths who relayed it straight to Sterjovski. A 
couple of strides from the youngster found him only a 
few metres from the goal from where he let fly with a 
great shot that was parried away for a corner by 
Pogliacomi. 

‘The resultant corner evaded the Wollongong 
defenders and landed plumb on the balding head of the 
evergreen United defender Kupresak. 

His well struck downward header was placed with 
great precision but superbly saved low to his left by 
Pogliacomi. 

‘Theodorakopoulos made two changes in the second 
half. Both of these were tactical, as he was unhappy with 
Stanton’s distribution and Salapasidis’ penetration. 

‘The second half began in the vein that the first half 
ended. A raid down the right wing by Barrett finally saw 
him behind his opponent, Alvin Ceccoli. 

Barrett took the ball to the bye line and cut it back 
across the goal. 


Marco Bresciano played a through ball to Viahos, 
who deserved a goal more than anyone else on the park, 
and he calmly slotted in with the aid of a post. 

South coach Ange Postecoglou was disappointed 
after the game, feeling his side had thrown away the 
win. 

“The biggest disappointment is that we've let a 
couple of points slip” he said. 

“We had a win in our hands, There was some great 
goals but there was some amateurish defending. At 
times, it looked as though we didn’t know what we were 
doing defensively. 

“We didn’t do what was required to make sure of the 
three points. The overwhelming feeling is that we've let 
ourselves down.” 

Postecoglou said it was little consolation to both he 
and Carlton coach Eddie Krcevic that it was such an 
entertaining gamie. 

“As coaches we're looking at performances, but a 4-4 
draw in front of a big crowd, there's no better 
advertisement for the game. Everyone got their money's 
worth today.” 

Kncevic toc, had reason to be unhappy, after his 
team had lead 2-0 at such an early stage of the game. 

“We dropped! back after leading 2-0, after minutes 
and away from home and made some bad mistakes, It 
was a game of errors, and we both got punished for 
them” said Krncevic. 

“T took (Simon) Colosimo off at half time. I felt he 
cost us two goals, he had a lackadaisical approach to the 
game. 

“We'll just have to work hard at things such as 
concentration, which let us down after being 2-0 up, and 
discipline” concluded Krneevic. 


Sterjovski did well to take two steps back towards his 
‘own goal to position himself superbly for the cross 
which he headed into the top left hand corner. 

‘The Wolves %ad their first opportunity for the second 
half in the 60th minute. They put together a number of 
passes moving the ball from the right to the left where 
the overlapping Ceccoli received the ball. 

His cross was placed perfectly towards the near post 
where Brooks timed his run well and met the ball with a 
powerful header that skimmed the wrong side of the bar. 

Somewhat against the run of play, Wollongong 
equalised in the 72nd minute. A corner from the right 
found the head of Brooks again and he headed the ball 
downward towards the United goal. The Wollongong 
Substitute, Saso Petrovski, was the first to react and his 
hooked shot found the back of the net. 

Six minutes later United scored the winner. An 
elegant run out of defence by the United sweeper, Plesa, 
took him deep into the Wolves defence where he played 
a one-two with Sterjovski and then provided Danny 
‘Townsend with a defence splitting pass. 

‘Townsend took the ball to the bye line and then cut it 
back to Plesa whose shot was blocked but the ball fell to 
Sterjovski. The young striker shielded the ball well and 
layed it off back to the unmarked Plesa who hit the ball 
forcefully. 

Pogliacomi, who threw out his left arm as he was 
heading to his right, brilliantly blocked the shot. The 
ball, again, fell to Sterjovski whose shot from an acute 
angle sneaked past the goalkeeper and the defenders for 
the winning goal. 

Young Socveroo Mile Sterjovski was the match 
winner for United, showing his increased maturity with 
two well struck goals. Plesa and Barrett were excellent 
performers in a very solid United defence. 

Pogliacomi, with a number of brilliant saves, was the 
stand-out performer for the Wolves while Sinozic was 
solid in his marking role and Brooks positioned himself 
well fora couple of opportunities. 

Theodorakoyoulos was displeased with a couple of 
his experienced players but was happy with the debut of 
local product, Paul Reid. He believes that his teany has 
been unfortunate to be on the wrong end of some close 
matches and thet the “ tide will soon turn”. 


aS 


_Baser 62, De Amicis 
Carlton: Marth 1. 
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GIPPSLAND FALCONS 


PERTH GLORY 
Miller 67, Buljubasic 89 
At Mobil Park, Gippsiand 


By Damian Tripodi 


defeat since round one of the competition, 
going down by three goals to nil to leaders and 
glamour side Perth Glory at Mobil Park last Sunday. 

Former Falcons player and Perth midfielder, Scott 
Miller, punished his old club with a series of good 
moves forward and by ultimately scoring two of his 
side’s three goals, 

‘At the 47th minute, Miller sent what appeared to be a 
purely speculative shot which struck the upright and 
unexpectedly spun into the net. 

At the 61st minute, Robert Trajkovski (left), crossed 


T* Gippsland Falcons suffered their first 


CANBERRA COSMOS 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 
H Karl 30, | Kelic 41 


At Somers Street, Melbourne. 

‘This was officially a home game 
for Canberra Cosmos, played in 
Melbourne because of renovations 
to Bruce Stadium. 


By Dwyght Tuffnell with agencies 
na beautiful day in Melbourne, it was the 
|Knights who ended up smiling after defeating 
bottom side Canberra Cosmos 2-0 at Knights 
Park on Sunday. Knights coach Vid Horvat made 
some very telling comments after this battle of the 
Jess glamourous sides in the NSL. 
He said that “this was the most important win of the 
season. If we had lost it would have been disastrous. It 


to John Markovski, who set up Miller and who in tum 
made it two. 

‘One minute before the final whistle, Perth was up by 
three. Vinko Buljubasic, tackled Lev Osman on the half 
way line, ran through the centre breaking the Gippsland 
defence and slotted the ball past keeper Bojo Jevdevic, 

The game was widely anticipated as the battle 
between the best defence and the best attack in the 
National League. Up to this game the Falcons had only 
conceded three goals, less that any other team, and Perth 
had scored a massive 15 goals, by far the highest in the 
league. Perth most certainly took the hénours on this 
‘occasion. : 

‘The well organised West Australians began mounting 
a series of attacks and in a scoreless first half, only sheer 
determination saved the gutsy Falcons, 

Glory had clear chances at the 14th minute through 
another former Falcon, Bobby Despotovski, and a third 
former Falcon John Markovski missed good chances at 
the 21st and 30th, 


was very important for us to win this one.” 

‘Cosmos coach Rale Rasic said after that “before the 
30th minute we were in it, but Kelic was unchallenged 
in the box and we just faded away after that. The first 
goal came out of nothing.” 

As for the game itself, it had few highlights, however 
most of the action occurred in the first half. 

In the 2Ist minute, Knights’ in-form Olyroo keeper 
Joe Didulica blocked a good effort from Anthony 
Magnacca (a former star of the Victorian Premier 
League) when it looked like Cosmos may have taken a 
shock lead. 


Five minutes later the keeper again eared his money, 
when Cosmos’ Nick 


Murdja had a good 
effort stopped by him. 

Knights withstood 
this early onslaught 
and slowly got on top 
of the visitors. 

The home side 
scored courtesy of 
Harry Karl (see 
feature story on the 


In a most intriguing situation in the 32nd minute, 
Glory had three decisive shots at goal in the space of just 
a few seconds. Troy Halpin’s shot rebounded off the 
crossbar, The rebound was taken by Gavin Wilkinson, 
whose shot was pushed out by Jevdevic to be taken by 
Despotovski, but this time the keeper managed to block 
the attempt. 

Whilst resisting the Perth attack and making some 
moves forward, the Falcons, in the first half did not have 
a significant shot at goal although their game lifted 
towards the end. Jeff Hopkins was playing well in 
defence, young Olyroo Andy Vargas and attacking 
midfielder Brian Macnicol created some good 
opportunities in midfield. 

Tt was expected that the Falcons would come out in 
the second half, firing on all cylinders, as they had done 
on previous occasions, however, it was Perth who came 
‘out like the proverbial “house on fire”. 

Not only did the Gippslanders have to bear the brunt 
of being scored against three times in the half, captain 


Knights striker on 
page six), after he 
scrambled ~ home 
through a sea of 
Cosmos legs courtesy 
of an excellen: Tom 
Pondeljak’s cross in 
the 30th minute, 

Ten minutes later 
and the Knights were 
cruising at 
2.0 — a looping cross from man of the match Zeljko 
Susa was expertly put away by big Ivan Kelic, 

The second half had few chances and althougth 
Canberra tried hard, they simply did not have the 
firepower to threaten Joe Didulica’s goal. 

In the end, both sides showed little to give their 
respective supporters much hope for the future. 


*Due to technical problems, the Sydney Olympic and 
Adelaide Sharks match report from Hindmarsh (4-1 10 
the home side) crrived after SW went to press. 


Jeff Hopkins was booked for a second foul and 
consequently shown the red card. 

‘The Falcons only notable shot at goal in the second 
half was a near miss over the bar from young John 
Hutchinson at the 57th minute, 

Falcons assistant coach Claudio Canosa, after the 
game stated that the team did not rise to the occasion. 
“We had a few chances, but couldn't put them away. 
They were more clinical on their finishes”, stated 
Canosa, 

Perth coach Bernd Stange was happy not only with 
the win, but “It is a small sensation for Perth and all of 
Western Australia, Here is a team which was a regular 
mid-table team for the past two years and now it is on 
top of the ladder, : 

“The boys played well, we had some good ideas 
which worked, the only disappointment is the surface of 
the ground, It is more suited for fighting than for 
football,” stated the coach. 
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National Youth League 


By Roy Hay 


Southern Division 


Round Seven 


Northern Division 


Round Seven 


South Melbourne 2 Carlton = 1 
(Jim Tsekinis, Erkhan Bayraktar) (Deniz Ekici) QAS 1. Marconi Fairfield Colts t)) 
(Darryl Hathaway) 
Albury Wodonga 1 Melbourne Knights. 1 
(Tom Pizzini) (James Kasikakis) Northern Spirit Colts 3 Sydney United Colts 2 
(Nathan Foti, Nathaniel George, 
Gippsland Falcons 1 -Bulleen Inter 1 John Turco) 
(Billy Mitroulas) (Nicholas Guttieriez) 
| Wollongong Wolves Colts 0 Sydney Olympic Rh 
Byev VIS (Ali Jomaa 3, Jim Bakis 2, 
Peter Zorbas 2) 
League Ladder 
League Ladder Sydney United 1 Wollongong Wolves 2 
P w D re F A Pts (Sasha Dimovski 2) 
South Melbourne nd 5 t) 2 9 6 15 
vis 5 4 1 0 14 3 13 Sydney Olympic Academy 0 AIS . 6 
BulloeninterKings - 6 3 1 2 6 9 10 Cees 
Carlton 4 2 t) 2 12 7 6 | : 
Melbourne Knights 5 1 2 2 a 7 6 Neen OOH 
Gippsland Falcons 6 it 1 4 6 1 4 ACTAS 1 NSWIS 2 
Albury Wodonga 5 0 1 4 3 14 1 (Matthew Jullienne) (Simon Catanzaro, Nahuel Arrarte) 
Round Elght Newcastle Breakers 1. Marconi Fairfield 1 


(Joshua Rufo) (Devrim Huseyin) 


Saturday 28 November 
Albury Wodonga v Gippsland Falcons, (Myrtleford, 6 pm) 
Sunday 29 November 


Carlton v VIS, (Optus Oval, 3 pm) 


League Ladder 


Melbourne Knights v South Melbourne, (Knights Stadium, 5.15 pm) Syney ONG c = ue : ne s ns 
Bye v Bulleen Inter : 
: r — ain taie Sele gohiaming ies ie ASMRT| Noe ee 2 2 Ae rey eas pr ee 
i = 
Southern Division is half, and that limited his team’s play, but the young | Northern Sprit 6 5 0 1 14 oS 5.15 
—______________ = Colts made sure that QAS would have to fight hard for | Marconi Fairfield if cs 2 1 29 5 14 
outh Melbourne beat Carlton by two goals _ its win. Als 6 4 1 1 22 8 13 
to one at Bob Jane Stadium on Thursday Sydney Olympic scored seven goals without reply | Qag 7 A 1 2 ieee tio 943 
night ina match brought forward from away to Wollongong Wolves Cols. It was only one-nil | jeg A 
Sunday. to Olympic at half-time, but when it got its second goal 2 3 0 1 9 3 9 
‘The result took South Melbourne to the top of the just after the break, the heads went down in the Colts | Wollongong Wolves 4 3 0 1 7 3 9 
ene vis wae bye. Stuy st vik sering rama soalscame Se, ae Northern Spirit Colts 6 2 1 3 aooeeeds 7 
in the third minute when man of the matel nis Smit li Jomaa scored a hat-trick and the other four were if 
surged down fhe left hand) side) and piovidediJim ~ scored by Sim Bakis and Petet Zorbes, who had two || cYoTey United Colts ie Z Le ea Bee 2° 
Tsckinis with an inch perfect cross. Tsekinis coolly apiece. The win takes Olympic to the top of the Northem | Sydney United 7 1 2 4 6 3 5 
planted the ball past the Carlton keeper. ladder. Marconi Fairfield Colts 5 1 10} 4 1 2) 3 
South Melbourne extended their lead in the 65th Two goals by Sasha Dimovski were enough to give | ACTAS =f 1 0 6 13 31 3 
minute, when Chris Smith beat two Carlton defenders Wollongong Wolves a two-one win over Sydney United y 
and cut back the’ ballito Bhan Bayraktar who scofed at Edensor Park! Sydney OlympicAcademy 7 2 e 5 sea. (2 
from close range, In the 85th minute, Chris Smith once The Newcastle Breakers versus Marconi Fairfield | Wollongong Wolves Colts 6 0 1 5 2 2B 1 


again beat two Carlton defenders and presented Nicholas 
Marinos with an open goal, 

Marinos blasted the ball into the upright, and from the 
ensuing clearance, Carlton broke away to score through 
Deniz Ekici. Carlton wakened up thereafter playing its 
best soccer of the match. The last five minutes was all 
Carlton who could have easily equalised if it was not for 
some excellent saves from Chris Jones. For South 
Melbourne John Tambouris also had an exceptional 
game in defence, clearing everything in sight. Chris 
Smith, Chris Jones and John Tambouris were tops for 
South Melbourne. 

Albury Wodonga nearly pulled off its first win of the 
season, leading Melbourne Knights for most of the match 
but had to settle for a one-all draw, Tom Pizzini scored 
for Albury in 27 minutes, and when Daniel Radosevic 
was sent off in 6! minutes for the Knights, it seemed that 
the boys from the border would hang on. However James 
Kasikakis scored his third goal of the season to equalise 
for the Knights. Albury lost Kanneberg for his second 
bookable offence and the match ended all square. 

Gippsland Falcons and Bullen drew one-all at Mobil 
Park on Sunday. The first half was very tight and neither 
side could score and it was not till seven minutes into the 
second that Billy Mitroulas put the home team ahead. 

With Boris Ovcin starring in midfield Gippsland felt it 
should have gone on to take the match, but Bullen never 
gave up and Nicholas Guttierez equalised with eleven 
minutes to play. 


Northern Division 


ueensland Academy struggled to beat 
Marconi Fairfield Colts with the only goal 
of the game coming in the last few minutes 
from Darryl Hathaway. 


match was switched to Sunday night. It proved to be a 
high quality match which was as closely fought as 
everyone expected. Devrim Huseyin scored for Marconi 
in 29 minutes and his team held the lead deep into the 
second half. Finally Joshua Rufo popped up to score a 
critical equaliser for the Breakers with only twelve 
minutes left, 

Northern Spirit Colts beat Sydney United Colts by 
three goals to two in a thriller at Christie Park. It was 
locked at two-all into the last minute but then John Turco 
scored the winner for the Spirit. Earlier Nathan Foti and 
Nathaniel George had scored for Spirit, but the Sydney 
United Colts scorers were not available at time of writing. 

The Australian Institute of Sport beat Sydney Olympic 
Academy by six goals to nil. All the goals came in the 
first half, David Onoforo completed a hat-trick and Kevo 
Gulesserian scored twice, with the final goal coming 
from Nathan Thompson. 

The ACT Academy of Sport and the NSW Institute of 
Sport played a fine match at the AIS sports fields with 
the NSW team coming out on top by two goals to one. 
Tallan Martin almost scored direct from the opening 
move, but his shot cannoned off the crossbar. 

Mark Bymes then had.a shot deflected for a comer as 


the Institute went all out for the first goal. Striker Simon | 
Catanzaro opened for the Institute in 19 minutes and was | 


denied a second by a fine save from the Academy 
keeper. 

Nahuel Arrarte added a second for the Institute in 58 
minutes moments after hitting a shot just over the bar. 


‘The Academy got back into the game with a fine goal | 


by Matthew Jullienne in 78 minutes, but they could not 
find an equaliser in the remaining time, 
Northern Spirit had the bye. 


In South Australia Adelaide City played a three-all 


draw with Bulla Eagles, 


Leading Goalscorers 


Name Team Goals 
Mark Hagger Marconi Fairfield 9 
Jim Bakis Sydney Olympic. 6 
Tony Bauer Newcastle Breakers 6 
KevoGuleserian AIS 6 
David Cnoforo AIS 6 


Round Eight 
Saturday 28 November - 


Northern Spirit v QAS, (Christie Park, 4 pm) 
AIS v Northern Spirit Colts, (AIS Soccer Field, 7 pm) 
Sydney United Colts v Wollongong Wolves Colts, (Edensor Park, 5 pm) 
NSWIS v Sydney Olympic Academy, (Valentine Park, 6 pm), 


Sunday 29 November 


Wollongong Wolves v ACTAS, (Brandon Park, 7.15 pm) 
Sydney Olympic v Newcastle Breakers, (Belmore Sports Ground, 4 pm) 
Marconi Fairfield Colts v Sydney United, (Marconi Stadium, 5 pm) 
Marcani Fairfield v Bye 


Che night a dream died... 
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Australian Features 


JUST AN OLD 
SONG 'N’ DANCE MAN 


Awaritefe; “Yes, | 
suppose that’s true. 
Being one of the " 


legos: “A couple of weeks 
‘ago, very early on a Sunday 
morning, | switched on to 


Channel 7’s ‘Sportsworld’ to |. leaders in the team 
catch some Aussie soccer action, now, | can't afford to get 
and | saw what looked like Tracey | involved with the 
Chapman strumming away ona | # . teferees. The trouble is Hae @ 
guitar. After closer observation | | Class of st rikers In the Ericsso. Cup, but. ‘hig | that when you do get in fe 


the referee's ear it 
takes away from your 
own game. Its really 
funny, Zoran (Matic) ad 
and | had a big chat 
about it last year and | 


realised it was you. 

Are you working away at being 
the next Milli Vanilli after you 
finish your soccer career or are 
you just having some fun 
between training sessions? 


good form, and Jimi Hendrix guitar riffs, 
continue to make him more than a handfull for 
A-League defenders. Please, a big Four Diegos 
welcome to Marconi Salllons uel Francis 


Awaritefe: “Just having some fun Awe think as a result, | had 
between training sessions actually. : my best year in terms of 
The difference between Milli Vanilli bookings. I've just 
and me though, is that they couldn't play!" characters as coaches over the years — Ferenc decided to gi 
Diegos: "Marconi played the Adelaide Sharks a Puskas, Zoran Matic, Manfred Schaefer just to take a 


name a few. different 


couple of weeks ago. Your former coach, the bloke 
with the best lamb chops in the business, Manfred 


“This season Marconi has enticed their 


approach. If 


Schaefer, led the Sharks that night. 


‘Prodigal Soccer Son’, Frank Farina back to 


the decision 


his former playing home to coach the team. 
Can you gives us an idea on how Frank 
approaches his coaching?” 

Awaritefe: “Frank is just basically 


is made it's 
made, you've fi 
got to let it go 

a i) d 


“What's your attitude when you play against 
former coaches? Do you go out of your way to put 
in a performance that may cost them their job, just 
to pay them back for all the abuse they gave you 


when you were playing for them? using @ lot of common sense. | don't concentrate on Pe 
fAwarltefe: “i's a bit afferent with former —tinkhe is doing anything tata rocket the next 

coaches, If the coach has given me the chop from Scientist would do, he is just being Opportunity.” g 

a previous club, then | think | would go out and try _!0gicallin his approach and playing Diegos: G 

to prove to him that | could play, But | really can’t Players were they can best “You have 

say that I've been in that position a lot. Generally | contribute to the team. Basically appeared, 


he is a very good 
communicator. He lets you 
know what he is thinking and 
what he wants from you, 
and | think that is 
important because if you 
go out and not do what 
. he wants, then 
obviously, 
you've only 
got yourself to 
blame.” 

Diegos: “There 
are a lot of little kiddies. 
out there who would like 
to grow up to score goals like Francis 
Awaritife. Can you give these budding 
soccer stars an idea of your ideal match 
day preparation? 

Awaritefe: “| think it's a question of just 
relaxing. You obviously try and avoid doing 
too much. If you're married, | think you would 
try and get out of doing all the tasks like 
mowing the lawns, vacuuming the kitchen or 
washing the dishes because you can always 
claim that you've got to relax and that you 
can't expend your energy doing household 
chores on match day.” 

Diegos: “It sounds like you've used that 
excuse before.” 

Awaritefe: “Oh yes, | use it all the time 
and | must say, I've got away with it for the 
last ten years. So whilst I'm still playing, I've 
got a very good excuse for not doing the 
chores on the weekends.” 

Diegos: “A couple of weeks ago 
Marconi was involved in a very 
controversial affair with South Melbourne. 
It was a game that produced a number of 
‘send offs and bookings. 

“We noticed with great interest that you 
kept clear of the trouble. The week before 
you scored what looked like a perfectly 
good goal that was disallowed, and you 
didn’t argue with the ref. In the past you 
would have asked the referees the hard 
questions.” 

“What's happened, have you mellowed 
with age?” 


however a. 
fleetingly, on |. ah ae 
Channe| Seven's : X oh 


‘Sportsworld’ 7 q 
something to sort it out. It's a real shame that 
Lightning Fast Soccer segment a couple of we've got to wait a whole week to see the 


times on Sunday mornings. ‘ i 

What are your thoughts on the extent of feb eneotanes erie pear can 

Seen Beauchenns| Seven gues ue Diegos: “Northern Spirit are winning games 

and things are pretty exciting. From a player's 

point of view, what's your opinion about the 
progress of this new club?” 

Awaritefe: “Northern Spirit is doing very well. | 
think from day one, the impressive part of the 
operation has been the way the club has gone 
about marketing themselves to a target audience. | 
went to watch them play Wollongong a couple of 
weeks ago. To be honest it wasn't much of a game. 
but in terms of the atmosphere it was great. It was 
good to see a lot of young kids waving Spirit flags 
and wearing Spirit T-shirts. It was a very good 
Spectacle and hopefully when they get their act 
together on the pitch, they will be in a very good 
position to really take off.” 

Diegos; “Francis we have a request. Next 
time you're about to play your guitar on TV, we 
want you to say ‘This one’s for The Four 
Diegos’, Ole ... Adios Amigo !” 

Awaritefe: “No Problemo Amigos! ll sing you a 
love song ... Thanks Diegos. Ole Amigos!” 


would treat it as a normal game because at the end 
of the day, you're playing against the opposition 
players out there and not the coach. Sometimes | 
find that | may have something to prove. | think in 
those cases, I'm certain that | would want to stick it 
up him.” 

Diegos: “You've had some pretty diverse 


SMYRNIS & CO 


Solicitors and Public Notary 


@ Are you in trouble with the Federation and 
have to appear before one of their tribunals? 


@ Do you have a dispute with your current 
Club/Team? 


Awaritefe: ‘It's been a bit disappointing to be 
honest. In a way, we are getting less coverage now 
than when Aussie soccer was on SBS. We get five 
minutes on ‘Sportsworld’, there is no highlights 
package to speak of, and the whole thing seems to 
be all over the place. Soccer Australia must do 


MEDIA PRESS rv 


* NEWSPAPERS — MAGAZINES BOOKLETS — INSERTS — 
TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES 


@ Do you need assistance in relation to your 
contract negotiations with a soccer club? 


/f your require assistance in relation to any of 
the above then please call Mr Andrew Smyrnis 
who has over 15 years experience in 
appearing before tribunals and assisting 
players, coaches and clubs in relation to their 
contract matters. 


@ Please fee! free to call us for an obligation 
free quote on these and all your legal needs. 


Smyrnis & Co 


* WEBB OFFSET PRINTERS 

* GENERAL COMMERCIAL and COLOUR PRINTERS 
* TYPESETTING — TRANSLATIONS AVAILABLE 

* SADDLE STITCHING 

* PERFECT BINDING 

* DISTRIBUTION — CIRCULATION AVAILABLE 


(0299 §62 0500 


‘@ 1st Floor, 2-6 Regent St, 
KOGARAH 

Tel: (02) 9522 6288 

: (02) 9660 7349 

@ Ist Floor, 83 Bronte Rd, 
BONDI JUNCTION 

Tel: (02) 388 0222 

Fax: (02) 9660 7349 


@ 91 Glebe Point Road, 
GLEBE 

Tel: (02) 9552 6288 

Fax: (02) 9660 7349 

@ 1st Floor, 196 Stacey St, 
BANKSTOWN 

Tel: (02) 9793 8788 

Fax: (02) 9793 9033 
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WORLD CUP UPDATE 


‘ever mind that most of stadiums have yet to be 

built, or that quality hotel rooms are as scarce as 
hen's teeth and some of the venues have rarely seen 
foreign tourists, let along soccer hooligans. 

South Korea is going to show the world it's back 
from the brink and can lay on a soccer extravaganza 
with the best of them. 

And soccer's governing body, FIFA, says it is giving 
South Korea the benefit of the doubt. 

"It's true that owing to several reasons, we have not 
made sufficient preparations in the past," President Kim 
Dae-jung said at a ground-breaking ceremony earlier 
this month for a $124 million stadium in Seoul, 

"But | believe we can organise a fruitful event which 
we can boast of in the world, if we pull together and 
make a strong effort from this moment on...and let the 
world know how we have overcome our problems,” 
Kim declared. 

Seoul will host the opening ceremonies and opening 
game of the 2002 World Cup. The final match and 
ceremony will be in Tokyo. 

The World Cup is being held for the first time in 
Asia and for the first time two countries -- Japan and 
Korea, who share a long history of antagonisms ~ are 
co-hosting the event, 

Each country will host 32 matches in the 32-team 
tournament. 

Sceptics have questioned whether South Korea — 
which was on the brink of national bankruptcy last year 
before turning to the International Monetary Fund for a 
record $58.35 billion bail-out after — can cope with the 
huge headaches of hosting the premier event in world 
sports. 

But a top level FIFA delegation pronounced itself 
generally satisfied, after recently spending four days 
inspecting South Korea's preparations, including plans 
for lodging facilities, transportation, tourism facilities 
and stadiums, 

"For the Korean people to undertake the goal of 
building 10 new stadiums in three years at a cost of 
over $1.0 billion at a time when the economic 
conditions obviously are not what everyone wished they 
would be is a huge responsibility,” said Alan 
Rothenberg, who masterminded the hugely successful 
1994 World Cup in the United States, 

"We look for the people of Korea to once again 
perform one of their legendary miracles to accomplish 
this incredible responsibility," he told reporters at the 
end of the FIFA visit. 

"There are some doubts expressed about the ability 
of Korea to honour the promise made to FIFA that they 
will co-host the World Cup 2002," World Cup 
coordinator Peter Velappan told the same news 
conference. 

"The FIFA delegation has seen a number of 
important proofs that Korea will not run away from its 
commitments," he said. 

Construction has begun on four of the 10 stadiums 
South Korea has promised to build. Local 
governments were struggling to arrange financing for 
six other stadiums, Korean officials said. 

‘The central government is pitching in 30 percent of 
the costs. The remainder has to be borne by the 
municipalities, which have seen tax revenues dive as a 
result of the ongoing rece: 

Velappan said FIFA's minimum expectation was four 
stadiums that could accommodate 32 matches in each 
country. 

"We can organise 32 matches in four stadiums, We 
can organise them in 10," he said. 


Thinking of a G 


Japan had originally offered to build 16 stadiums, but 
cut it to 10 after South Korea insisted on an equal 
number of venues. 

South Korea may get some of the money in advance 
that FIFA has promised to the co-hosts to help get over 
the financing hump, local soccer officials said. 

FIFA is giving Korea and Japan around $100 million 
each within’a couple of years to help defray the costs. 
The hosts also get to keep the gate receipts. 


~~ 
World Cup Korea 


South Korea will need to launch a major hotel 
construction boom as well, in prepartion for the World 
Cup. 

According to one report circulating in local soccer 
circles, 150,000 hotel rooms will be needed to 
accommodate spectators, players and officials from the 
32 contesting countries. 

The entire country only has a total of 50,000 rooms. 

South Korea and Japan competed fiercely against 
each other to host the event, spending hundreds of 
millions of dollars on their bidding campaigns before 
FIFA made them joint hosts in May 1996, 

‘The rivalry, is rooted in Japan's 35-year occupation 
of Korea, which ended in World War II. 

Last month, former FIFA president Joao Havelange 
described the decision as a-mistake forced on him by 
the Europeans. 


"It's an error," Havelange told the France Football | 


magazine. "The decision was put forward by the 
Europeans to upset me." 

FIFA vice-president Antonio Matarrese, was clearly 
angered about that at a Tokyo news conference after the 
delegation inspected venues in Japan following their 
Korean visit. 

"This is not the time to talk about FIFA's decision 
because it's in the past,” said a clearly exasperated 
Matarrese. 

"We cannot go back. We must move forward 
because the world is watching what happens at the next 
World Cup in 2002." 


ran's federation is weighing an invitation to play 
friendly matches in the United States, a federation 
official said. 

"This proposal has been sent to us but we have to 
study it first ... We have not replied yet,” the daily Zan 
quoted Nasser Noamouz, manager of Iran's national 
soccer team, as saying. 

The newspaper Zan said the U.S. soccer federation 
had invited Iran's national team for friendly matches 
next June. 

“We would have to go to America with our best 
players and best national team,” Noamouz said. 

Iran's 2-1 win over the U.S. in the World Cup finals 
in June prompted mass celebrations in thelslamic 
republic, 

Direct sports contacts between the two arch-enemies, 
broken after the 1979 Islamic revolution, resumed in 
February when U.S. wrestlers attended an international 
tournament in Tehran. F 


How about a Soccer Weekly 
subscription? 


Only 
$130 (annual) $180 Coverseas) 


DUNGA QUITS 
JAPAN'S J-LEAGUE 


World Cup captain Dunga announced 

B: Saturday his playing days in Japan were 

over and he would play his final match in the 
J-League competition next Saturday. 

The 35-year-old Dunga will make his final 
appearance for Jubilo Iwata after four years in the J- 
League. 

"I'm going to make up my mind about my next 
destination after taking some rest," Dunga said after 
Iwata's 2-1 extra-time loss to Kashima Antlers on 
Saturday. 

Dunga, who captained Brazil to the 1994 World Cup, 
led his side to the runner up position in this year’s World 
Cup and said he has received offers from several 
European and South American clubs. 

Iwata officials told reporters that the club has no plan 
to change Dunga's mind by renewing his contract which 
expires at the end of the present season. 

Dunga said he planned to return home to Brazil 
before deciding on where he would play’next. 


JLEAGUE 


He joined Iwata in 1995 and his charismatic 
leadership helped the club to last year's league crown, 


KASHIMA ANTLERS’ 
MUROI THE HERO 


mistake by firing a decider to give Kashima 

Antlers a 2-1 win over defending champions 
Jubilo Iwata in the opener of the J-League 
championship on Saturday. 

‘The goal came in the 110th minute to put an end to 
sudden-death extra time when the 24-year-old defender 
quickly collected a rebound off Jubilo keeper Tomoaki 
Ogami, who fell flat after saving a shot by Brazilian 
Jorginho. 

"T'm really happy, because we lost the first goal as I 
made a mistake and I was desperate to win one goal 
back," said Muroi, who handled the bail in the area in 
the seventh minute to give a penalty chance to Jubilo. 

Japan's only World Cup goal scorer Nakayama, who 
became the top goal scorer with a new J-League record 
of 36 goals in one season, duly netted the penalty to 
move the momentum to his side. 

The Antlers tried hard to break through the tight 
Jubilo defence and finally squared the contest in the 
72nd minute when Yoshiyuki Hasegawa struck home 
‘ona pass from Atsushi Yanagisawa from the right, 

"We still have one more game on our home ground, 
so I'm going to prepare 100 percent. We worked hard to 
win this title since we lost the championship last year. 
We are determined to win this time," added Muroi. 

The second leg of the two-game championship 
between the first-stage winners Jubilo and the second- 
stage winners Antlers will be held in Kashima next 
Saturday. 

In last year's championship, Jubilo defeated the 
Antlers 3-2 and 1-0. 


[Te Muroi recovered from his own early 


ae investigation into an apparent $600,000 shortfall 
in the transfer that brought two Chinese 
internationals to Crystal Palace has found nothing 
amiss. 

‘This week, Palace chairman Mark Goldberg claimed 


his club had agreed to pay $2 million to bring Fan Zhiyi 
and Sun Jihai to England, but that the Chinese Football 
Association was only expecting to receive a fee of 
950,000 pounds. 

He asked the English Football Association to 
investigate the deal, ; 

But he declared late Friday that the Chinese FA had 
confirmed that it had always been expecting the full 
$1.35 million fee in installments and was mystified at 
the reports of any shortfall. 

Goldberg said in @ statement: 'We have now 
successfully concluded the issue regarding the transfer 
of our two Chinese players, and we have written 
confirmation from the Chinese FA of their satisfaction 
that the financial arrangements of the transfer were 
entirely in order." 

The Palace chairman is also seeking official 
confirmation that there are no problems surrounding the 
transfer of Israeli captain David Amsalem to the club. 
this summer. 

A separate report had indicated that Palace had 

agreed to a $750,000 transfer deal with Beitar Jerusalem 
but that the Israeli club had not received any of the 
money. 
He said: "A current issue is an inquiry into the 
transfer of David Amsalem, the Israeli captain for 
whom we agreed to pay $800,000 to Maccabi Nevealon 
FC in an agreement signed on June 29. 

"A total of $266,666 has already been paid, and our 
inquiries, which will be conducted speedily, will 
determine whether the agreement is bona fide,” 

Palace said speculation and confusion regarding 
transfer fees for players from foreign clubs was 
indicative of a widespread problem within the football 
industry. 

Goldberg insisted: "This is not a Crystal Palace 
problem; it is an industry one." 
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DEAD MAN WALKING: A LOOK BACK IN ANGER 


= compiled and written by Aidan Ormond — 


year ago this Sunday | sat in a cafe 

and saw it all unfold. Even though | 

was 1000kms away | was drawn in to 

the euphoric feeling of the night. | 

was also struck by the notion that 
People — galvanised by this same emotion — 
all over the country, and overseas, were plan- 
ning their ‘special’ night, with similar aspira- 
tions, 

Twelve months ago, Soccer Weekly planned to 
write this story, yet the disaster that we encoun- 
tered, put it on hold. So here, a year later, is how 
some of us saw, and felt, the night we played the 
final World Cup qualifer, for the last spot in France 
98. Dwyght Tuffnell was one of the many at the 
MCG on November 29, 1997... 


Il week there was an air of confidence from 
everyone from the players down to the fans 


that Australia would win, 

No one was ready for the shattering blow that 
was to be dealt. 

The Melbourne Cricket Ground, slammed in 
some quarters as the choice for one of the 
Socceroos biggest ever games, turned out to be 
the perfect selection. Melbourne is, after all, the 
sports capital of Australia. 

Itwas an atmosphere that made the hairs on the 
back of the neck stand up as 85,000 (though the 
teal figure was probably closer to 95,000), most of 
them barracking for the Aussies, were there to wit- 
ness what was supposed to have been Australia’s 
qualification for France ‘98. 

I've seen many great sporting events a the 
MCG. AFL Grand Finals, boxing day test matches 
and World Cup cricket finals, but the atmosphere 
that night was ten times any of these. 

The one thing that stands out about that night, 
above all other things, was the singing of the 
national anthem. It's played before Ericsson Cup 
games — almost to the point that it loses its value 
— but at the MCG on November 29 1997, it was 
sung like never before. 

The game itself flashed by, 

At half-time Australia were as good as through, 
though only had a Harry Kewell goal to show for a 
glut of chances. But when Aurelio Vidmar put the 
Socceroos 2-0 up, it seemed certain that we would 
go to France. 


What followed was like a nightmare. 

First the net-cutting, then the Iranians pulled a 
goal back and then, even worse, they drew level. 

Australia had drawn, but with Iran going through 
on away goals, they might as well have lost 10-0. 

At the press conference afterwards, no-one 
(apart from the English journos) felt like asking 
questions, no-one even wanted to be there. 

Driving home that night | kept thinking, almost 
Wishing, that I'd wake up soon and this was all a 
bad dream. 

Sadly, the prayers weren't answered and | 
Temember playing the game over and over and 
‘over again in my mind. 

| don't mind admitting this, but just before falling 
asleep, | shed some tears at thinking what might 
have been, 


Eee many, Soccer Weekly's junior reporter, 
Daniel Giorelando, was home watching.... 

The day that was meant to bring Australian soc- 
cer to the rest of the world side by side the likes of 
Brazil, Italy and Holland never eventuated. 

Leading up to the game, | remember the tension 
and excitement amongst family and friends. “This is 
‘our year, were going to the World Cup tonight’. 

Sitting at home waiting for the kick off, my emo- 
tions were out of control, the tension between my 
mates and | was overwhelming. 

It's still hard to believe how we missed out. We 
dominated from the start and when Harry Kewell 
scored the opener, | knew we were going to 
France. % 

We took the roof of the house, So when Aurelio 
Vidmar made it 2-0, We broke open the cham- 
pagne ...wrong move, 

And the rest as they say is history, unwanted 
history for a team that went undefeated in their 
qualifying matches, and still missed out. 

After the game all | did was scream at the top of 
my voice some obscenities that | can't repeat. 

In the space of 90 minutes, my emotions went 
from high to nigh. It was demoralising to see our 
boys walk of that pitch in front of almost 90,000. 


e} course many Soccer women were viewing 
too, like Soccer Weekly's contributing writer 
Bonnie Mersiades, who watched from 
Queensland... 

My husband — who's normally the more cau- 
tious of the two of us — turned to me after our sec- 
‘ond goal and said ‘That's it! We've made it! We're 
Off to the World Cup!” 

Uncharacteristically, | said "It's a 90 minute 
game.” | couldn't watch any more — and that was 
before they scored. 

Like everyone else, | was numb. | was also 
thinking about how we, as a code, would pick our- 
selves up and keep going after being so near, but 
So far. | felt so sorry for all the players who had 
tried beforehand; all those who had played in this 
campaign; and all our Ericsson Cup players who 
had to be the ‘public face’ of the game in Australia 
for the rest of the season. 


ne of the photographers on the night was 
Soccer Weekly's Perth writer, Richard 
Kreider... 3 

| was photographing Vidmar's revelry after he 
Scored, just seconds before this idiot leapt right 
over my left shoulder before heading for the goal. 

Before | could do anything equally stupid like try- 
ing to stop him, the hooks were damaged beyond 
fepair. Five minutes and metres of strapping later, 
the game recommenced, but one could sense the 
fire in the Aussies eyes had abated while an adren- 
alin boost was urgently required. 

It was in the 71st minute that the unthinkable first 
happened, when Bagheri swept home a goal and 
Azizi then drew the Iranians level minutes later. 

Many critics had commented that Venables 
should have shut the gates and brought on Milan 
Ivanovic. As it was, we were forced to bring on 
Tony Vidmar, Emie Tapai and Graham Amold in an 
effort to regain the upper hand. 

Sadly, it never worked, the score remained at 
2-2, Iran had qualified on the crazy away goal rule 
while the Socceroos were left crushed and disbelie 


cee 


ing 
that their World Cup dream had vanished for anoth- 
er four years. 


nd what about those overseas, like John 
Economos, our Sydney reporter, who found 
himself among Aussies, but in Asia... 

Picture the following scenario. 

You are overseas, (in Malaysia), with six other 
Australians (two coaches, three players plus a 
wife), watching the Australian Soccer team live on. 
T.V. doing battle for the World Cup Finals in 
France. 

November 29th ‘97, Sarawak was drawn away to 
play Sabah, coached by another Australian, former 
A..S. Head Coach Ronnie Smith 

The Sabah vs Sarawak clash was scheduled for 
Play just two hours after Australia had kicked-off 
against Iran back in Melbourne. 

Having verified Star-Pay TV of Singapore would 
be covering the Australia vs Iran match, hasty 
arrangements were made. 

Scott Ollerenshaw took back to his place both 
Evans and Edwards to watch the telecast from 
Australia, whilst Smith and his wife invited Vest 
and | back to their home. 

On the hour mark and with Australia still looking 
giants in Melbourne, Alan Vest back in Malaysia 
alerted everyone that we had to now abandon our 
televisions and make tracks for the stadium. 

But there was still 30 minutes left of play back in 
Melbourne. 

Reluctantly we hit the cars for the Sabah vs 
Sarawak clash. 

Prior to departing Ronnie Smith's place, | 
begged the obliging Mrs Smith to stay back and 
Monitor the rest of the match, with instructions to 
do the ‘Martin Tyler’ onto our mobiles if any further 
scoring takes place back in Melbourne. 

The horrendous crackling ring on the mobile 
broke the cabin's silence. 

Ina flash Ronnie answered. 

Yes it was Mrs Smith. 

Yes, Iran had just scored in the 76th through 
Bagheri. 

Sitting in the back seat | was horrified. Totally 
knotted up with severe anxiety as | believed Iran 
now would be really fired up and smelling blood in 
the battle... 

“Relax, we'll be O.K.,” Vesty quitely assured me 
from the navigator’s seat. What if the Iranians 
score again? 

The seconds agonisingly ticked on but within 
four minutes {rom the first sickening call by ‘Mrs 
Tyler’, yet again our car's mobile phone was jan- 
gling. 

Silence. Yes it was ‘Mrs Tyler’ again. 

“They're in again,” barked the now stunned 

ith. 


“t's Azizi. He's broken the off-side and slid past 
Bosnich leaving Horvat and Tobin stranded,” the 
now tensed Smith relayed to us from behind his 
steering wheel. 

One minute later (81st) veteran warhorse striker 
Graham Amold came bolting on for the stretchered 
ff Moore. With a minute now left, the battle-hard- 
ened Amold met a Stan Lazaridis cross, but the 


Iranian ‘keeper was not to be beaten. 

Hungarian referee Sandor Puhl, for the second 
time on Australian soil (the first was in 1993 vs 
Argentina) , then blew fulltime. It's over. 

Australia was out of the 1998 World Cup. 

In silence all six Aussies met up with one anoth- 
er outside the Sabah Stadium. Australia's ‘death’ 
back at the MCG was deafening across to Malaysia 
at Sabah. 


2-2 the final score. Ned Zelic. 


Disbelief, if not grief, had struck down 
Ollerenshaw, Vest, Smith, Evans, Edwards and 
yours truly. 


Me | just stared into my now cold coffee, paid 
my bill and slunk home, as so many must 
have, with a heavy heart. 

The streetscape seemed surreal, it was 
Saturday night and full of happy, excited types, 
dressed up for their big night out. 

Our big night however out had just concluded, 

And | trudged, like a cheap Saturday night drunk, 
through the revelry, like a dead man walking, look- 
ing back, in anger. 


“Readers with their own stories are encouraged 
to write in. 
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‘oca Junior's Martin Palermo has done it again. Tied 
-1 with lowly Talleres as regulation time was running 
out, Boca needed three points to keep its edge over 
Ginmasia in the Argentine league, 

‘The two teams are the remaining contenders for the 
season's championship. 

Undettered by a steady ‘rain, Boca fans filled La 
Bombonera, the team’s stadium. They too knew the 
importance of a victory at home, 

As the game moved into injury time, Boca pressed for- 
ward, looking for a lift. Seconds before the final whistle, a 
leaping Palermo used his left foot to push the ball past the 
Talleres goalkeeper, 

‘Fans rushed forward to the field as the blond-haired 
Palermo sprinted oyer to celebrate with them, 

Palermo has tied the league record for goals with 16. 

Meanwhile, Gimnasia also needed a goal in the game's 
closing minutes to remain in the hunt, Gimnasia’s Reggi 
headed home the game-winner off a Messera free kick 
with five minutes left to beat San Lorenzo 3-2. 

Six points seperate Boca and Gimnasia in the standings, 
Boca needs two wins and a tie in the season's final five 
games to go take home the championship, 


Boca celebrate after their exciting 3-2 victory, at 
the death, over a gallant San Lorenzo. 


, 
fter stumbling last week, Chilean first division leader 
Colo Colo bounced back with a 5-0 rout of Temuco. 

Second-place Universidad de Chile struggled with a mod- 

est Coquimbo, relying on some nifty one-on-one moves by 

striker Leonardo Rodriguez. 

Showcasing one of the best individual moves of the sea- 
son, Rodriguez scored after receiving the ball just at the 
top of the goal box area and eluding several defenders 
before chipping the ball into the net, 


[Tt United States will face Chile in a friendly in 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, on February 21, the U.S. 
Soccer Federation announced, 

‘The meeting will be the eighth between the two coun- 
tries and the first since the United States beat the Chileans 
4-1 at the 1995 Copa America in Uruguay. 

Chile leads the series, having won five, lost one and 

drawn the other, 
» The match will be the first for the United States at | - 
Lochart Stadium, the renovated home of the Miami 
Fusion, since Noy. 23, 1980, a 2-1 victory over Mexico in a 
World Cup qualifier. 

‘The US. federation also announced its Olympic cham- 
pion women's team will face Portugal in Fort Lauderdale 
‘on'Jan, 30, part of the United States’ preparation for next 
‘year’s Women’s World Cup. 


ee ‘coach Wanderley Luxemburgo has begun using a | _ 
‘psychologist to build up a data base on practically 
‘every single professional player in Brazil, 

The database project, headed by psychologist Suzy 
Feury, will enable Luxemburgo to have valuable informa- 
tion both on his players and the opposing team. 

Hleury will supply Luxemburgo, who replaced Mario 
Zagallo in charge of the national team after July’s World 
Cup final, with confidential psychological profiles of the 
players and whether they are fit enough to play interna- 
tional football. 


Wi ith a first-half goal by Oseas, Brazil's Palmeiras defeated 
home team Olimpia 1-0 to win a berth on 3-0 aggregate in 
the South American Mercosur Cup finals. However, Argentine 
referee Oscar Zequeria stopped the match in the 69th minute 

a stone thrown from the stands struck linesman Emesto Tail 

the head. 

Nineteen minutes into the game, Paulo Nunes received a pass 
from Zinho, carried the ball down left field, centered and Oseas 
leaped high to score with a deft kick near the goal line. 

Palmeiras scored twice more in the first half, but referee Oscar 
Zequeira invalidated both goals for offside. 

Olimpia's best chance to equalize came at the end of the first 


half, when Brazilian keeper Veloso deflected Mauro Caballeros | 


powerful shot on the goal line. 


Luis Hernandez scores against South Korea at France 98. The mai 
was on target again for Mexico in their friendly with El Salvador. 


Fans began to throw stones and bottles on the field especially | 


after Olimpia defender Nelson Zelaya was red-carded for rough 
play in the 61st. 

‘The other semifinalists, Cruzeiro of Brazil and San Lorenzo of 
Argentina, play tomorrow (Nove 25) in their second-leg, 


B= fielding an experimental side, beat depleted, jet-lagged Russia team 


5-1 ina friendly international on Wednesday, 


The Russians, fielding only home-based players in what was effectively a B 
team, faced a six-hour time difference and a temperature change of 40 degrees 
Celsius, and took the field 24 hours after completing a marathon 30-hour trip from 


Moscow. 
Brazil, playing their third match under coach’ Vanderley 
Luxemburgo, once again rested several World Cup players, making 


| the game of questionable importance. 


The contest, which began half an hour late because of a flood- 
light failure, was effectively over after 20 minutes as Brazil, who 
beat Ecuador by the same score in their last outing, shot into a two- 
goal lead through Elber and Amoroso. 

‘The lights went out just as an off-key version of the Brazilian 
national anthem was being played. The band continued till the end 
in pitch darkness. 

With power restored, Elber fired Brazil ahead after three minutes 
with his sixth goal in six full internationals. Then Udinese striker 
Amoroso, winning his second cap, scored his first international 
goal with a 19th minute header from a cross provided by Vampeta. 

After more Brazilian dominanct, Rivaldo, one of three survivors 
from the 1998 World Cup team on the field, scored from a penalty 
he won himself in the 44th, 

Russia, who made six substitutions, tried to slow the game down 
after the break but fell further behind in the 59th minute when goal- 


| keeper Andrei Novosadov allowed a Marcos Assuncao free kick to 


slip through his hands. 

It was Assuncao’s first international goal. Novosadov was almost 
immediately substituted by Andrei Chichkin. 

Oleg Komaukhoy reduced the arrears with a 66th minute penalty 
but five minutes later Amoroso scored Brazil's fifth and his second. 


(PRs de Deportes president Alfredo Gonzalez received 
an eight-year suspension from Peru's Football Federation fol- 
lowing allegations that he attempted to fix a crucial league match 
two years ago. 

Gonzalez and former player Pedro Meza were adjudged to have 
tried to bribe two Atletico Torino players, a federation spokesman 
said. 

The Atletico Torino players were approached by Meza who 
offered to pay them about 5,000 soles ($2,000) to play badly in the 
league game against Universitario, then second in the table, the fed- 
eration said. 

The two rejected the bribe and the match ended 0-0, 

Universitario, one of Peru's biggest clubs, finally lost the cham- 
pionship to another Lima club, Sporting Cristal. 

Gonzalez has denied the accusations and appealed. 


ix months after leaying Borussia Dortmund, Brazilian central 
defender Julio Cesar was back in training. 

‘The 35-year-old left the 1997 European champions at the end of 
last season to return to his homeland. But he struggled to adapt at 
Botafogo and used a clause in his contract which allowed him to 
come back to Dortmund. 

"It's like being back home," said Julio Cesar, who first joined 
Dortmund in 1994. "I had the greatest moments of my career here 
and the atmosphere has always been excellent.” 

Dortmund coach Michael Skibbe said the Brazilian was fit to 
play but as his transfer is not yet officially registered, he will not be 
allowed to until Dortmund entertains Hamburg SV on November 


| 24. 


"Even if he's only 80 percent fit, he's the best stopper in the 
Bundesliga,” said Dortmund manager Michael Meier. 


coals by Luis Hernandez and Oscar Mascorro lifted Mexico toa 

'2-0 victory over El Salvador in the opener of a tournament 
designed to aid the Central American victims of Hurricane Mitch. 

‘The first game of Project Soccer Relief 98 attracted a predomi- 

nantely Hispanic crowd of nearly 35,000 to the Los Angeles 


Coliseum. eas will go to CARE, an international relief agency. 
Hurricane Mitch placed five million Central Americans in an emergency situa- 
tion and killed between 8,000 and 12,000, according to CARE statistics. 
CONCACAF, the federation that governs soccer in North America, organized 
the tournament in conjunction with CARE, 
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SERIE A HIGHLIGHTS 


$ Roma squandered a chance to take a lead at the 
top of Serie A when Bari held it to a 1-1 draw at 
home Saturday. 

Zdenek Zeman's side needed a late penalty from 
newly capped Italian striker Francesco Totti to salvage a 
point. It put them level with league-leading Fiorentina, 
which plays Inter Milan on Sunday, 

Bari had taken the lead through South African striker 
Phil Masinga, whose goals gave his side a stunning 3-2 
‘Win over Inter at the San Siro earlier this month. 

Swedish forward Yksel Osmanovski broke down the 
eft flank after 76 minutes. His cross eluded three Roma 
defenders before Masinga fired his shot past goalkeeper 
Antonio Chimenti. 

Roma, which plays FC Zurich in the UEFA Cup 
tonight, responded almost immediately, Totti bursting 


Ttalian league leader Fiorentina conceded a third- 
minute penalty but roared back to beat Inter Milan 3-1 
on Sunday. 

Youri Djorkaeff gave the visitors their early lead, but 
defender Pasquale Padolino leveled two minutes later. 
Argentine Gabriel Batistuta scored a second for 
Fiorentina in the 16th minute, and German wingback 
Joerg Heinrich made the game safe midway through the 
second half. 

With Juventus stumbling to a 0-0 draw at home to 
Empoli and AS Roma drawing 1-1 at home to Bari on 
Saturday, Giovanni Trapattoni’s side move three points 
clear at the top of Serie A. 

Inter, which faces a do-or-die Champions' League 
clash with Real Madrid on Wednesday, remained stuck 
in sixth place, seven points off the lead. 


into the penalty area to meet a cross from Brazilian 
defender Aldair, 

Bari defender Rachid Neqrouz was deemed to have 
handled the ball before it reached Totti and the referee 
awarded a fiercely contested penalty that the Roma play- 
er converted, 

In other action, Roma's fellow UEFA Cup hopeful 
Parma stumbled to a 1-0 defeat at Cagliari, its first loss 
in seven matches. 

Sierra Leone striker Mohamed Kallon scored the 
decisive goal for the Sardinians in the 78th minute, 

Midfielder Gianni Cayezzi created the goal with a 
superb through ball to Gaetano Vasari. Vasari crossed 
from the right and Kallon crashed the ball high into the 
roof of Gianluigi Buffon's net. 

Bologna, which takes on Real Betis of Spain in the 
UEFA Cup, needed an equalizer from midfielder 
Jonathan Binotto to salvage a 1-1 draw at home to 
Perugia. 

Perugia went ahead against the run of play through 
Croat Milan Rapajc, He slipped inside the Bologna 
defence down the right touchline after 37 minutes and 
curled a left-foot shot into the roof of the net from a tight 
angle, 

Binotto's reply five minutes later ensured Bologna 
stretched its unbeaten run to 14 matches, 


Delvecchio of Roma against Bari 
in their 1-1 draw. 


POINTS 
FIORENTINA 21 
ROMA 18 
JUVENTUS 18 
PARMA 16 
MILAN 15 
CAGLIARI 14 
BOLOGNA 14 
INTER 14 
LAZIO 13 
BARI 13 
UDINESE 13 
PERUGIA 12 
SAMPDORIA 12 
PIACENZA 1 
EMPOLI 10 
VICENZA 10 
SALERNITANA 10 


‘uventus star Alessandro Del Piero is 

currently in the United States for an 
operation on his left knee, his club 
announced. 

The surgery on the 24-year-old 
Italian international is being carried out 
by a specialist at the Hawkins Clinic in 
Denver, Colorado which has already 
conducted operations on two other 
Italian players, Maurizio Ganz (AC 
Milan) and Nicola Berti (Inter Milan). 

Del Piero (pictured right, flying out 
from Turin airport), was injured when 
colliding with a Udinese defender three 
weeks ago, will be out for six months. 
Get well soon Alex from all your 
Aussie fans, Perhaps a visit to our beau- 
tiful country during your convalescing? 


Rea was ruled out of Inter 
ilan's Serie A loss with 
Fiorentina but will play in its European 
Champions League tie against Real 
Madrid, the team’s doctor said. 

Piero Volpi said the Brazilian ace 
will stay behind at their Appiano 
Gentile training base on Sunday while 
the rest of the team is in Florence, 

"Against Real, Ronaldo ought to be 
there, even though I don't think he will 
be on for 90 minutes," Volpi said. 

The tendon trouble in Ronaldo's 
bruised left knee has all but vanished 
and the staff is now working on his 
match fitness. He will use the team's 
pool and gym in the morning and work 
on his ball skills in the afternoon.ago. 


Me Turkey's minister for 
sport pledged tight security for 
this week's Champions’ League match 
between Galatasaray and Juventus as 
tensions rose with Italy over Kurdish 
rebel chief Abdullah Ocalan. 

‘The Turkish pledge came as Italian 
politicians called for the match to be 
played on neutral territory, while European soccer's 
governing body UEFA said it was monitoring the esca- 
lating row. 


azio owner Sergio Cragnotti, livid from successive 
defeats by bottom sides Salernitana and Venezia, 
has demanded improvement, 


Cragnotti was the biggest spender in Italian soccer 
this summer, splashing out in excess of $100 million on 
a side which has so far picked up only 13 points from 
nine league games. 

Cragnotti, who is also club president, summoned his 
players for a meeting leading in to the weekend, at 


which, according to his assistants, he was set to vent his 
frustration at recent poor results, 

In particular, Cragnotti is said to be worried at the 
destabilizing effect recent defeats have had on Lazio 
share price quotations on the stock market. 

Last May Lazio became the first Italian club to be 
floated on the burse. 


Experienced Lazio striker Roberto Mancini, how- 
ever, had some reassuring words for Cragnotti, saying: 

"It's true that it's unacceptable to lose to Venezia but 
you have to remember that, for all that, we're only five 
points behind Roma while we've also qualified for the 
quarterfinals of both the Cup Winners’ Cup and the 
Italian Cup.” 


ippo Inzaghi (right) scored his first two goals for 
Italy's national team the Azzurri but a late penalty 
Kick lifted Spain into a 2-2 draw in a friendly match 
that both coaches used to experiment with their lineups. 
. After disappointing World Cups, both countries 
‘switched coaches and revamped their rosters with an 
eye towards the 2000 European Championships. There 
was little continuity, particularly in defense, 
Wednesday with liberal substitutions on both sides. 

Ttaly went ahead in the 14th minute, when Inzaghi 
chested down fellow forward Francesco Totti’s precise 
pass, split two defenders, and rocketed a rising blast 
into the roof of the net from 10 yards out. 

Real Sociedad winger Francisco De Pedro brought 
Spain level in the 33rd, when he was left unmarked and 
headed Michel Salgado’s cross inside the near post. 

Inzaghi, who plays for two-time Italian League 
champion Juventus of Turin, made it 2-1 in the 74th. 
With his back to the net, the slender striker took mid- 
fielder Damiano Tommasi's through-ball, turned quick- 
ly and fired a lefi-footed shot into the net. 

Raul Gonzalez tied the score with eight minutes left, 
slotting in a penalty kick, “ 

‘There was no fan trouble at Arechi Stadium, site of 
the November 3 Fiorentina-Grasshoppers UEFA Cup 
game suspended at halftime when an explosive device 
tossed from the stands injured an off-field official. 
Fiorentina was kicked out of the cup because of the 
incident, 

Wednesday's game already had been slated for 
Salerno, near Naples, to raise money for victims of 
mudslides that killed more than 100 people in the 
region in May. 

Spain coach Jose Antonio Camacho's revamped ros- 
ter featured just three players who were members of the 
country's World Cup squad this summer, while Italy's 
Dino Zoft had to do without several top strikers who 
are injured, including Alessandro Del Piero, Christian 
Vieri and Roberto Baggio. 

Ttaly's Christian Panucci left in the last minute of the 
first half with a cut on his right ankle, The defender, 
who plays for Spanish club Real Madrid, received four 
stitches. 


RS relating Inter Milan, who clashed on Sunday 
with Fiorentina... 

‘The last time the Fiorentina-Inter clash produced a 
winner — Fiorentina 4 Inter 3 on 12 February 1989 — 
the Florentine club's current manager Giovanni 
‘Trapattoni was coaching Inter. Trapattoni went on to 
coach Inter to the 1989 league title, the club's last 
championship win; he then won the 1991 UEFA Cup 
with the same club before reaching Fiorentina via 
Juventus, Bayern Munich and Cagliari. 

Inter's points total of 58 points - under the old system 
of two points for a win - for the 1989 league title is still 
a Serie A record; Fiorentina’s 12 point margin over the 
second-placed club in winning the 1956 championship 
is still a league record. 

Inter Milan are Fiorentina striker Gabriel Batistuta's 
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favourite targets: the Argentine has scored 
eight league goals against Inter in 12 Serie A 
matches; Inter 'keeper Gianluca Pagliuca is 
also Batistuta’s preferred victim, conceding 
seven goals to the Argentine in spells with 
Sampdoria and Inter ~ more than any other 
goalkeeper currently playing in the first divi- 
sion. 

Inter's Brazilian ace Ronaldo played his 
first ever competitive match on Italian soil at 
the Stadio Artemio Franchi on April 24, 
1997, in Barcelona's 2-0 Cup Winners’ Cup 
semi-final second leg win over Fiorentina. 

Inter's Roberto Baggio started his Serie A 
career at Fiorentina on September 21, 1986, 
and provoked riots when signing for arch- 
rivals Juventus four years later. 

Inter, together with Juventus, are the only 
Ttalian club never to have been relegated to 
Serie B, participating in all 64 Serie A 
championships; Fiorentina have been rele- 
gated. 


pote have identified 23 hooligans 
responsible for violence before and after 
a Serie A game in Bologna earlier this 
month and banned them from attending their 
clubs’ games for one year. 

About a dozen people were injured in 
clashes November 8 involving police and 
rival supporters of first-division teams 
Bologna and AS Roma. 

The 23 — five from Bologna, 18 from 
Rome — were identified in photographs and 
television footage. They must report to 
police headquarters each time their team 
plays a game during the next year. 


E= Maldini, fired as Italy's national 
team coach after a disappointing World 
Cup, has signed a deal with a Serie A club, a 
newspaper reported late last week. . 

Maldini, 65, agreed in recent days to a 
three-year contract with Perugia, according 
to the Corriere dello Sport, 

‘The deal reportedly guarantees Maldini a 
post as the club's coach next season — but 
would also give him the job if current coach 
Mario Castagner is fired during the current 
campaign. 

Volatile Perugia owner Luciano Gaucci 
has shown a propensity for discarding 
coaches, 

Perugia, which features star Japanese midfielder 
HidetoshiNakata, is tied for 10th place in the 18-team 
Italian League with a 3-2-4 record. 


1 ee another unpopular former national 
coach, Atletico Madrid's beleaguered coach 
‘Arrigo Sacchi, has asked fans for time before his "grand 
project” is judged. 


TAL 


Sacchi's side, which hosts Valladolid on Saturday, 
are struggling in 10th place in the Spanish first division 
with a woeful road record that has seen them take just 
‘one poin from five matches, 

The Italian boss has already had crisis talks with club 
president Jesus Gil, who is furious that his big-money 
investment in new players over the summer has failed 
to pay off. 

Sacchi pleaded: "You have to be patient. When 


you're involved in a grand project time is always a 
problem. But I hope the Atletico fans will be able to 
share with me the emotion I felt when I won the 
European Cup for the first time, 

"Cruyff, Trapattoni, Capello and 1 all have the same 
general idea in football, The teams that make history 
are the ones with great technical players and good orga- 
nization." 
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Gomez donned athletic shoes and the garb of a 
< trek 160! kilometers (100 miles) up St. 
tht to Santiago ee 


ts. the fulfillment of a promise Gomez made if his 
eat English league leader Aston Villa in 
igham in a UEFA Cup match on Noyember 3. 
‘After having lost the home leg 1-0, Celta prevailed 3-1, 
mie of a string of stunning successes this ‘season for a lit- 
le-known team from the port eity of Vigo in northwest 
x Spain, 

Players from powerhouses like FC Barcelona already 
| are predicting Celta's downfall, But coach Victor 

Fernandez likes the attention, 

| "in my opinion this pressure is a good thing,” he said. 
T think Celta has an advantage in that it has several 
pl ers with enough maturity and emotional stability to 
‘ithstand: this kind of pressure. Of course we will lose 
| some day, but it will not be because of the pressure of 
ing lesan leader." 
ayern | ‘Munich wants: ‘to buy German international 
centerback Christian Woerns from Paris Saint- 
‘main, French sports daily L/Equipe reported, 
The German giant has contacted PSG and would have 
y at least 42 million francs oe million) to 


er after his contract with Bayer Leverkusen 


ut PSG ha heen in lt fn recent months, | 
he club was ‘eliminated from the European Cup 
finners’ Cup by lowly Maccabi Haifa, is already effec- 
ively out of the French championship race and last 
jonth fired coach Alain Giresse, 
"Tam not satisfied with the sporting situation at the 
| club," Woerns told L’Equipe. "I don’t know if will stay 
at PSG or not, I haven't had discussions with Bayern, but 
Lam ready to listen to them.” 


MIDWEEK 
INTERNATIONAL MATCHES 


European 2000 Qualifying 


Group 2 
‘At Tirana, Albania 
V Albania c..eeesees 10 Greece seevererseeeeen ad) 


Group 3 
At Belfast, Northern Ireland 
thern Ireland ....,.2 Moldova .....s.s00000002 


Group 6 
At Serravalle, San Marino. 
Marino ...........0 Cyprus .. 


Group 8 
“At Belgrade, Yugoslavia 
.1 Ireland .. 
At Ta‘Qali, Malta 
ss1 Macedonia ... 


A) 


Friendly Matches 


At Wembley, England 
teereserrese Czech Republic .. 


‘At Salerno, Italy 


- At Gelsenkirchen, Germany 


Rh indeed lols on 8 aes 


‘TOTAL FOOTIE’ IS BACK, SAYS FRANK 


ppearances are vital to Frank Rijkaard — sup- 

posedly more so than goals — as the Dutch 
coach plots a return to the golden days of Total 
Football. 

Quick, accurate passing, delightful touches of skill 
and excellent tactical awareness were the hallmarks 
of their 1-1 draw with Germany in a friendly on 
Wednesday night, evoking memories of the 1970s. 

That brand of football saw the Dutch reach two 
World Cup finals — 1974 and 1978 — and Rijkaard 
voiced the philosophies of those days after the match: 

"If the goals don't come, it's no problem," said the 
man who replaced Guus Hiddink after this summer's 
World Cup. 
more important to me how our football looks. 
We can all play football, the wing backs, the stoppers 
and the libero." 

Rijkaard could have been forgiven for expecting a 
frosty reception in Germany after achieving arch-vil- 
lain status for spitting at Rudi Voeller in the 1990 
World Cup. 

But instead, after his side's polished and skillful 
performance, he found himself the centre of admira- 
tion in Gelsenkirchen. 

The former AC Milan player has long since made 
his peace with Voeller and he wasn't looking back on 
Wednesday. 

Instead he was fielding questions from Germans 
keen to know the secrets behind his team’s stylish dis- 
play against the home side 

The Dutch, missing several key players such as 
Dennis Bergkamp and Edgar Davids, taught the 
European champions a football lesson in the first 
half, Michael Reiziger put them ahead with a long- 
range shot in the 22nd minute, 

‘The only thing they could be faulted for was fin- 


ishing only one goal up after 45 minutes. 


Germany looked a better side in the second half, 
with Olaf Marschall securing the equaliser in the 
52nd minute. 

"We had to take off some players in the second 
half because of some slight injuries and that influ- 
enced the game," Rijkaard said, suggesting his 
enforced substitutions may have had a lot to do with 
the Germans’ improvement. 

But Rijkaard, impeccably dressed in shirt and tie 
and speaking excellent German, showed he has 
learned a few diplomatic skills since his playing days. 

He wished Germany coach Erich Ribbeck every 
success in building a new national side and praised 
the home team’s resilience. 

"They reacted with lots of power and energy. I 
compliment them on that," he said. 


| Byes Beckenbauer has been yoted the greatest 
German footballer of the century. 

The legendary player finished first in a vote by a 
panel of soccer journalists and experts organized by 


the International Federation of Football History and 
Statistics (IFFHS), which is based in Wiesbaden, 
Germany. 

Beckenbauer beat out striker Gerd Mueller, his 
teammate in the 1974 World Cup-winning team, the 
IFFHS said in a statement. 

Fritz Walter, who captained Germany to victory in 
the 1954 World Cup, came in third. 

Beckenbauer is one of seven players nominated for 
the European Footballer of the Century award, which 
will be presented at the IFFHS gala in January in 
Rotenburg. 

The other six are England's Bobby Charlton, 
Dutchman Johan Cruyff, Argentine-born Spaniard 
Alfredo di Stefano, Portugal's Eusebio, Hungarian 
Ferenc Puskas and Frenchman Michel Platini. 


mer France striker Patrice Loko has left Paris St, 
Germain for league tail-enders Lorient, PSG said, 
Loko, who joined PSG from Nantes in 1995, signed a 
deal until the end of the season for Lorient, playing in 
their first season in the top flight, 


‘ansa Rostock’s Croatian striker Igor Pamic was sus- 

pended six matches by the German Soccer 
Federation for hitting an opponent in the face during a 
Bundesliga match earlier this month, 

Pamic was sent off after striking Eintracht Frankfurt 
midfielder Alexander Schur during the 2-2 draw on 
November 7. 

The ban ends on December 19. 


Copenhagen goalkeeper Michael Steensgaard has 
signed a thee andl yar contact with English 


ios Jeague team Southampton, Danish media report- 


pice 24, said he was unable to give any finan- 
cial details of the transfer, which is due to take effect on 
December 1. 

Before joining FC Copenhagen, the Dane was second 
reserve goalkeeper for Liverpool, where he was plagued 
with a shoulder injury. 


onaco defender Djibril Diawara was fined 
10,000 francs by a court for unruly behaviour 
towards police officers following a driving offence, 

In July, Diawara was stopped by police for not 
Wearing a seat belt. He then swore at the officers and 
had a scuffle with one of them before ripping up his 
on-the-spot fine, 


he head of the Russian soccer federation has been 
forced to hire bodyguards after receiving a veiled 
threat warning him to resign or "face the consequences," 

Vyacheslav Koloskov, who has run Soviet and 
Russian soccer for nearly 20 years and is a well-known 
figure in international circles, told Sport-Express news- 
paper on Thursday he believed one of his seven chal- 
Jengers in an election next month for the presidency of 
the Russian Football Union (RFS) was behind it. 

"| am being directly threatened by one of the can- 
didates," he told the paper. "This person told a close 
friend and colleague of mine: ‘Tell Koloskoy, that if 
he doesn't leave the RFS willingly then things will 
end badly for him’.” 

Koloskov was unavailable for comment but a 
senior RFS official confirmed he had been threat- 
ened, 


MIDWEEK FRENCH LEAGUE 


Fz: Teague leaders Olympique Marseille lost for 
the first time this season, going down 2-1 at 
Olympique Lyon while Girondins Bordeaux ended 
Monaco's winning streak to close in at the. top. 

Second-placed Bordeaux were left one point adrift 
of Marseille after their 2-0 win at Monaco ended the 
home side's perfect home record at the Stade Louis IL. 

Lyon played with 10 men for the last seven min- 
utes after Polish defender Jacek Bak was sent off for 
a tackle from behind on Marseille substitute Robert 
Pires. 

Marseille fell behind to a goal by David Linares in 
the 17th minute. The left back had his first shot 
turned back off the legs of Laurent Blanc but his sec- 
ond attempt beat goalkeeper Stephane Porato's dive 
to the near post, 

Midfielder Philippe Violeau secured the points 
that lifted Lyon above Monaco to fourth, 12 points 
behind Marseille, with a brilliant free kick in the 56th 
minute — curling the ball over the wall and in the top 
hear comer of Porato's net. 

Marseille captain Blanc, making his 300th first 
division appearance on his 33rd birthday, was con- 


stantly troubled by Lyon strikers Marco Grassi of 
Switzerland and Alain Caveglia. 

But with Pires and his France team mates Florian 
Maurice and Christophe Dugarry coming on in the 
second half, Marseille came close to salvaging a 


point. 
They pulled a goal back in the 
Tith minute when Pires sent Titi 
Camara free on the right and 
Maurice turned the Guinea 
striker's low cross home for 
his ninth goal of the season 
against his first club. 
‘Third-placed Rennes, nine 
points from the top, are away 
to Paris St. Germain on Friday. 
At Monaco, Lilian Laslandes 
put Bordeaux ahead after six min- 
utes with nis sixth goal of the season. 
Defender Herve Alicarte broke through 
unmarked on the left and his low cross beat advanc- 
ing goalkeeper Fabien Barthez and went in off the 
surprised Laslandes' shin. 


/ GIRONDINS 
! DE BORDEAUX 


Bordeaux goalkeeper Ulrich Rame prevented an 
equalizer in the 12th minute when dived to block the 
ball at the feet of French World Cup striker David 
Trezeguet. 

Striker Sylvain Wiltord, a constant thorn in the 

Monaco defense, put the ball just wide of 
the far post in the 15th. 
Coach Jean Tigana, unhappy 
with his defenders, replaced 
Lilian Martin after only 19 
minutes, sending on Martin 
Djetou who has just returned 
from 2 two-month injury 
absence, 

But Bordeaux went further 
ahead when midfielder Johan 
Micoud lobbed Barthez in the 
39th minute. 

“Tonight, it all went wrong. [take total 
responsibility for this defeat. We made choices, 
‘we missed the mark. It's a pity, we needed to bounce 
back," said Tigana. It was Monaco's second defeat in 
row affter losing 3-1 at Bastia the Saturday prior. 
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GERMANY'S SEXIEST 
PLAYERS VOTED ON 


Germany striker Ulf Kirsten was voted the best. 
Joking footballer in the Bundesliga in a tele- 
phone poll by German sport television channel DSF. 

Some 15 percent of the callers — mostly women — 
chose the Bayer Leverkusen marksman. Bayern Munich 
midfielder Mehmet Scholl came second with 13 percent 
and VfL Bochum midfielder Maurizio Gaudino took 
third with 10 percent. 

In other awards (!) news, striker Henrik Larsson of 
Scottish premier league side Celtic has won Sweden's 
‘Golden Ball’ award as player of the year. 

"| am surprised and very happy. But I have had one 
of my best seasons," Larsson, 27, told the annual 
Swedish soccer gala in Stockholm. 

Larsson also said he was grateful to Swedish interna- 
tional manager Tommy Soderberg for believing in him 
asa first choice striker for Sweden. 

But Larsson, who joined Celtic last season and has 
been capped 37 times, refused to comment on rumours 
of a move to an English premier league club. 


[: news that will have Soccer Spice interested, 


EFA has confiscated 140,000 Swiss francs 
($102,000) from the Hungarian F,A, because of 
unauthorized ticket sales, 

‘The Hungarians had sold tickets for areas of the sta- 
dium that should have been kept clear for their 
European championship qualifiers against Portugal on 
September 6 and Romania on October 14. The spaces 
were necessary for safety and security reasons, 

‘The takings were confiscated by UEFA, who also 
fined Hungary 15,000 Swiss francs ($10,930) for their 
failure to observe regulations in the Romania game. 


Vi. Bochum goalkeeper Thomas Ernst has been 
cleared of doping charges by the German Soccer 
Federation, 

Ernst appeared before the DFB's disciplinary com- 
mittee for failing a dope test after a Bundesliga match 
against Kaiserslautern last September, 

Bochum's doctor gave Ernst a treatment for circula- 
tion problems at halftime which contained the banned 
stimulant ephedrine, 

The DFB decided not to suspend Ernst. Bochum 
were fined $48,000 but kept the three points from their 
3-2 win after which Emst tested positive, 

"I expected this," said Bochum president Werner 
Altegoer, "Ernst’s case was not a doping case." 

Kaiserslautern had asked for the match result to be 
overturned. 

Their coach Otto Rehhagel broke Bundesliga rules in 
the same game by having four players from outside the 
European Union on the pitch. Only three are allowed. 

‘The DEB fined Rehhage! $3,000 for the offence. 


‘urope’s leading 14 clubs met to accept UEFA's pro- 
Ee for a 32-team European Champions' League. 

But the so-called "G-14 Clubs," meeting in a Madrid 
casino, warned UEFA that further negotiations were 
needed on financial matters, particularly the share-out 
of T revenue, which is expected to be worth 350 million 
pounds (dollars 587 million). 

A sub-group of five clubs — AC Milan, Bayern 
Munich, Olympique Marseille, Porto and Real Madrid 
— was created to work on the fine-tuning of the deal 
with UEFA. 

The full G-14 group also includes Ajax Amsterdam, 
Borussia Dortmund, Barcelona, Inter Milan, Juventus, 
Liverpool, Manchester United, Paris St Germain and 
PSV Eindhoven, 

A statement released after the meeting said the clubs 
"accept the new format in the sporting terms proposed 
by UEFA." 

But they also called on UEFA "to renegotiate the TV 
and other rights to the competition ... in order to maxi- 
mize the revenue." 

‘And they made it clear they want the new competi- 
tion to start as soon as possible, namely from next sea- 
son, 

‘The 14 giants of European soccer have formed a per- 
manent and closed group — with Real Madrid president 
Lorenzo Sanz as its secretary — in order to "continue 
working in defence of the interests of all clubs.” 

But Sanz insisted the new power bloc will not 
become a rival for European football’ governing body. 

"We are not a parrallel UEFA," Sanz said after the 


meeting. "We are collaborating with UEFA. We are a 
working group and we don't want to replace anyone.” 

The meeting was solely concerned with sporting mat- 
ters, but Sanz revealed the group will in the future also 
discuss matters such as UEFA's role in handing out 
fines and other sanctions to clubs, as well as the release 
of players for international fixtures. 

Karl-Heinz Rummenige, the Bayern Munich vice- 
president who will take a leading role in the negotia- 
tions with UEFA, stressed that the sporting aspect of the 
‘competition was the most important. 

"We have to be sure that the schedule of games 
involved in this format as the right one for all clubs. We 
agreed that 17 was the right number and we'd like to 
start nex season. 

"In terms of domestic commitments we understand 
that some countries, Spain and England for example, 
have 20-team leagues and we have to find the best way 
for every country. 

"We don't want any confrontation. This is a collabo- 
ration, It's a good compromise." 

‘This week in Geneva, the presidents of all 51 UEFA 
federations are meeting to discuss the proposals of the 
Champions’ League, the expansion of the UEFA Cup, th 
abolition of the European Cup Winners’ Cup and other 
matters relating to the European Union. 

The final decision on the exact format of the new 
Champions’ League is expected to be agreed at the next 
UEFA Executive Committee meeting in Jerusalem on 
December 10, 

The new G-14 will have their next full meeting on 
December 18, again in Madrid, to discuss their 
Tesponse, 

Manchester United president Martin Edwards was 
positive about the meeting and said he was unconcerned 
that there were no English clubs among the negotiating 
group of five. 

“This was a very useful meeting for us,” Edwards 
said as he left the meeting. "We'll have our say within 
the group of 14." 

But Rick Parry, representative of the only other 
Premier League club at the table, Liverpool, sounded a 
less optimistic note as he described the meeting as "OK" 
before rushing away a full hour before the rest of the 
Participants left the building. 

‘The agreement reached appears to put the final nail in 
the coffin of a rival Super League idea planned by 
Milan-based Media Partners who made no immediate 
comment after the clubs meeting in Madrid. 


‘uropean governing body UEFA has decided to 
move next month's key meeting on the future of the 
Champions’ League from Jerusalem to Switzerland. 
UEFA said it had taken the decision to change the 
venue because of "the political situation in the Middle 
East." 
The executive committee meeting, due to be held on 
December 10 and 11, will focus on the format of the 
League. 


rmer Gent coach Johan Boskamp was suspended 

for eight months by the Belgian football federation 

on Wednesday for unsporting behaviour during a league 
match last September. 

A referee ordered Boskamp from the dugout, who 
reacted by lifting a linesman up by the shoulders and 
pushing him away, 

The 50-year-old, suspended till June 1999, was coach 
of Anderlecht in two spells, from 1993 to 1995, and 
1995 to 1997, before being sacked by Gent last month 
when he suggested that the local council should be 
responsible for the club's debts. 


Vee German international Lothar Matthaeus 
ordered to appear in court after he refused to pay a 
fine for a driving violation. 

Police fined the 37-year-old, 200 Deutschemarks 
($125) when he was caught driving up the hard shoulder 
of a motorway to avoid a traffic-jam in May. 


rugia's Internet site is getting 10,000 hits a day 
from Japanese fans anxious for news of midfield star 
Hidetoshi Nakata, theSerie A club claimed. 
Perugia's managing director Alessandro Gaucci said: 
“Thanks to the Japanese fans”, 


IT’S OFFICIAL: 
PAPIN IS POOPED 


ctfile on Jean-Pierre Papin, former France 
striker and captain who announced his retire- 
ment Jast week at the age of 35. 
Born: Boulogne-sur-Mer, France, November 5, 1963 
Career: 
1983-4: Joins French third division club INF Vichy 
1984-5; At Second division Valenciennes, scoring 15 
goals in 33 games 
1985-6; AT FC Bruges in Belgian first division, scoring 
20 goals in 31 games 


i 


1986: Feb 26: France debut in % 
0-0 draw with Ireland in a 
Paris. Plays in World Cup ee 
finals in Mexico, scoring first 
international goal in 1-0 win 

over Canada -- goes on to win 

54 caps and score 30 goals, 
1986-92: At Olympique 
Marseille, In six seasons wins 

four French league titles, one 
French Cup and is crowned 

top scorer in the first division 

four seasons in succession (1989-92) 
1991: Runners-up medal when Marseille lose to Red 
Star Belgrade in European Cup Final 

1992-4: Spends two seasons at AC Milan; Wins two 
Italian Serie A championships. 

1993; Another runners-up medal when AC Milan lose to 
ex-club Marseille in European Cup Final, 

1994-6: Spends two injury-plagued seasons with Bayern 
Munich, Wins UEFA Cup Final in May 1996, 

1996-98: Spends two seasons at Bordeaux. Reaches two 
successive French League Cup finals but is on losing 
side in both, 

1998; Joins relegated En Avant Guingamp, 

1998: November 17, 1998; Announces retirement, 


-CONFED CUP PROBLEMS 


CONTINUE 


FOR WORLD CHAMPIONS 


was shocked to find itself committed to FIFA's 

Confederations Cup with worse dates in the off-sea- 
son than the original January fortnight which forced the 
world champions to pull out, 

Soccer's world governing body issued a statement 
officially postponing the controversial tournament in 
Mexico to July 28-Aug. 8, with ratification by FIFA's 
executive committee due in December, the French 
sports daily L'Equipe said. 

Noel Le Gract, president of the French league (LNF), 
said: "A competition can't take place on those dates, it's 
‘4 question of the calendar. Our championship is due to 
start on July 28. 

“In other countries, too, the start has been brought 
forward, With the reform of theChampions' League and 
numerous extra matches, it's even quite grotesque," he 
said. 

European clubs would refuse to release players at a 
crucial stage in pre-seasontraining, Le Graet said. 

Le Graet said French federation (FFF) president 
Claude Simone: could not have looked properly at the 
calendar when ne agreed with FIFA chief Sepp Blatter 
that France would play if the Confederations Cup dates 
were changed. 

Blatter has been very keen for France to take part and 
Simonet evidently thought the world champions would 
find it easier to field a strong side on the new dates and 
has given his verbal agreement. 

France pulled out of the original Jan. 8-20 tourna- 
ment because leading European clubs refused to release 
French internationals because of important club matches 
and the world champions did not want to take part with 
an under-strength side. 

"I get the impression UEFA and FIFA don't talk to 
each other,” Le Graet said. 

France agreed, on Blatter’s insistence, that it would 
Tepresent Europe in the tournament which mainly 
includes the champions of FIFA's various confedera- 
tions. 


Rs anounced plans for a new commercial 
‘centre devpted to the club and linked to the Nou 
Camp stadium by monorail. 

Club president Josep Lluis Nunez signed an agree- 
ment with city officials to go ahead with the "Barca 
2000" project, which is expected to cost around 40,000 
million pesetas ($264 million). 

The commercial area, which is due to cover some 
190,000 square metres, wll include cinemas, restaurants 


and three museums: one devoted to FC Barcélona, 
another to the Olympics and the third to Catalan sport, 
Plans for the development will now be put to the 
Catalan government and, if approved, work will start in 
late 1999, with a projected completion date of 2001. 
Barcelona staged the Olympics in 1992. 


A 
ie 


Rs may consider legalising stadium advertising 
for alcohol and cigarettes to raise funds for crisis-hit 
Soccer, a Kremlin aide said. 

Oleg Sysuyev, President Boris Yeltsin's deputy chief- 
of-staff with a brief covering sport, told Sport-Express 
newspaper that money was urgently needed to raise 
standards after a run of failures, 

Reflecting on three defeats out of three in European 
championship qualifiers, most recently to Iceland, 
Sysuyev said Russian soccer could not count on govern- 
‘ment help while the country was in a profound financial 
crisis. 

Instead money had to come from legalising soccer 
betting on a tote system, and alcohol and tobacco adver- 
tising at grounds, 

"We need laws on sports totalisators and lotteries," 
Sysuyev said. "It would provide funds needed to devel- 
Op sport as a whole and soccer in particular. 

"I recommend the Duma (parliament) permit adver- 
tising for tobacco and alcohol at sports events. There's 
no point in being sanctimonious about it. We're never 
going to cut the number of smokers and drinkers just by 
keeping adverts out of stadiums,” 

‘Some west European states, notably World Cup hosts 
France, ban alcohol advertising from sports events. The 
European Union is in the process of phasing out tobacco 
advertising and sponsorship. 


Pps Eindhoven will expand the capacity of its Philips 
stadium by 10,000 seats to 40,000 ahead of the Euro 
2000 championships. 

Construction will begin in March next year and will 
be completed by August for the start of the 1999/2000 
season. 

“We're filling in the open comers of the stadium so 
we can let more people in," spokesman Pedro Salazar 
told Reuters. 

The club will host some Euro 2000 matches but 
Salazar said this was not behind the décision to increase 
capacity. 

"Our stadium was chosen (for Euro 2000) before we 
had any idea of expanding. 


FEYENOORD FIRING 
IN HOLLAND 


uutch league leaders Feyenoord widened 

their advantage to three 
points with a convincing 4-0 win over lowly 
Cambuur Leeuwarden on Saturday. 

Second-placed’ Heerenveen drew 1-1 at 
Graafschap Doetinchem. 

Feyenoord had to wait for a 40th minute 
‘own goal by Peter de Roo to break the dead- 
lock against Cambuur, but three minutes later 
Julio Cruz added a second on a pass from Kees 
van Wonderen, 


2-0 lead with a header just before the break. 

Brazilian striker Paulo Rink, Jan Heintze 
and fellow midfielder Nico Kovac completed 
the demolition in the second half. 

Thomas Reis scored for Bochum in the 63rd 
minute, 

"We've had difficult games here in the past 
but Bochum were weakened by injury worries 
and that played in our favour,” said Leverkusen 
coach Christoph Daum. "We're playing really 
well at the moment," 


through Cruz in the 85th minute and Peter van 
Vossen five minutes later. 

In a game with few chances, Dumitru 
Mitrita put Heerenveen ahead from a 75th 
minute free kick. But one minute later 
Graafschap striker Ville Vaisanen levelled. 

Twente Enschede hit five against Willem II 
Tilburg, who replied once. 

John Bosman was on target in the first 
minute then Berthil ter Avest, Niels Oude 
Kamphuis, Bosman, and Jan Vennegoor of 
Hesselink sent the score soaring. 

Mariano Bombarda hit a consolation for 
Willem I. 


erman first division leaders Bayern 

Munich slumped to their second league 
defeat of the season when they were beaten 1-0 
by 10-man Hertha Berlin on Saturday. 

Second-placed Bayer Leverkusen extended 
their unbeaten run to 11 matches by crushing 
VEL Bochum 5-1 away to moye to within two 
points of Bayern who have a game in hand. 

Hertha, who lost Dutch defender Dick van 
Burik for a second bookable offence in the 57th 
‘minute, scored through striker Michael Preetz 
in the 68th minute. 

Preetz raced into the box to flick the ball 
‘over Bayern goalkeeper Oliver Kahn for his 
seventh goal of the season, 

Bayern, weakened by the absence of play- 
maker Stefan Effenberg, came close to level- 
ling 10 minutes from time through Bixente 
Lizarazu, He was foiled by goalkeeper Gabor 
Kiraly. 

Bayern’s previous loss was a 1-0 defeat by 
promoted Eintracht Frankfurt on October 31. 

"It may sound paradoxical but the red card 
turned out to be an advantage for Hertha," said 
Hitzfeld, 

"They reacted with pride. We played pretty 
well and had our chances but luck was not on 
our side.” 

Germany midfielder Stefan Beinlich showed 
Leverkusen the way in the 15th minute and 
Croatian defender Boris Zivkovic gave them a 


The Rotterdam side doubled their tally 


A goalless draw at home to Hamburg SV 
was good enough to allow TSV 1860 Munich 
to hold on to third place while champions 
Kaiserslautern stuck to fourth by beating 
Borussia Dortmund 1-0, 

Midfielder Marco Reich scored a bizarre 
goal in the 77th minute. His cross curled back 
towards the goal and bounced off the far post 
into the net. 


eanwhile, Bayern Munich coach Ottmar 
Hitzfeld thinks friendly intemationals are 
a waste of time. 

"They are meaningless...I feel we should do 
without them," he told Sunday newspaper Welt 
am Sonntag. 

Hitzfeld spoke a few days after Germany put 
up an unconvincing performance for a 1-1 draw 
with the Netherlands on Wednesday in 
Gelsenkirchen. 

"Matches like that don't bring the players 
any further and they don't bring the coach any 
further either,” he said. "They just annoy every- 
body." 


tletico Madrid eased the pressure on 

their coach Arrigo Sacchi with a 6-1 
demolition of Valladolid in their Spanish 
first division clash. 

Sacchi's side, who started the day in 10th 
place, showed real character as they over- 
came a nervous start which saw Julio Cesar 
give Valladolid the lead inside the first two 
minutes, 

Atletico, struggling to find their passing 
rhythm in the absence of the suspended 
Juninho and injury victims Carlos Aguilera 
and Jordi Lardin, got back into the game on 
26 minutes through Argentine-born mid- 
fielder Oscar Mena. 

Viadimir Jugovic gave Atletico the lead 
just before halftime and the second half 
became an exhibition game as Valladolid 
faded badly. 

Atletico netted through Zoran Njegus, 
Ferdinand Correa, Kiko Narvaez and Jose 
Mari. 


SPAIN’S COACHES FEEL 
THE PRESSURE 


tough Spanish first division games on the weekend 
before re-entering the Champions’ League fray 
tomorrow (November 25) 

‘Guus Hiddink, Louis yan Gaal and Luis Fernandez, coaches of 
Spain’s three European Cup representatives, have all come under 
fire in recent weeks for poor performances at home. 

Athletic Bilbao got the latest round of matches under way 
against Tenerife on Friday in a bottom-of-the-table clash. 

The game had been brought forward to Friday to give the 
Basque side an extra day in Norway to acclimatise ahead of 
Wednesday's European assignment against Rosenborg. 

But Fernandez, with his side currently mired in the relegation 
zone after six defeats in 10 games, knows he cannot afford to 
ignore domestic commitments for much longer. 

“Morale is definitely a little down amongst the players,” 
Fernandez said this week. “But we need to remain calm and get 
our confidence back. 

Injuries and suspensions were set to leave Athletic without 
four first-choice players, including experienced defenders Rafael 
Alkorta and Roberto Rios. 

And with international trio Joseba Etxeberria, Ismael Urzaiz 
and Bittor Alkiza still feeling the effects of a difficult game 
against Italy last Wednesday, Fernandez was forced to put out 
virtually a new team for a vital league game. 

Like Athletic, Barcelona’s hopes of making progress in the 
Champions’ League have been left hanging by a thread following 
a 2-1 defeat to Bayern Munich at the Nou Camp. 

Victory over Tenerife in the league recently took Barcelona up 
to second place in the table and bought van Gaal some respite 


R= Madrid, Barcelona and Athletic Bilbao faced 
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from recent criticism, 

But the Dutchman desperately needs to win, and win well 
against Manchester United on Wednesday if he is to claim sup- 
port, rather than tolerance, from the Catalan media and public. 

Van Gaal’s patched-up defence took another hit this week, 
though, with Abelardo Fernandez joining the list of walking 
wounded that also includes such influential figures as Pep 
Guardiola, Luis Enrique and Miguel Angel Nadal, 

Injuries are also starting to plague Hiddink at Real Madrid as, 
following a 2-1 home defeat to Celta Vigo last weekend, they 
had slipped to fourth place in the league. 

Fernando Hierro, Christian Karembeu and Christian Panucci 
— injured in Italy's 2-2 draw with Spain on Wednesday — were 
all ruled out of Saturday's trip to Valencia, who have won four 
out of their five home games this season. 


TOP 20 CLUE RANKINGS 
(LAST WEEK'S POSITION IN BRACKETS) 


Points (1) 1 Bayem Munich Germany 101.09 (3) 2 Olympique Marseille 
France 87.96 (7) 3-AS Roma Italy 86.72 (4) 4 Girondins Bordeaux France 
85.61 (2) 5 Fiorentina aly 64.75 (8) 6 Calta Vigo Spain 63,92 (14) 7 Parma 
italy 83.77 (11) 8 Bayer Leverkusen Germany 89.76 (13) 9 Manchester 
‘United England 79.56 (12) 10 Dinamo Bucharest Romania 79.11 (5) 11 Real 
‘Mallorca Spain 79,00 (17) 12 Aston Villa England 78.98 (24) 13 Barcslona 
‘Spain 78.19 (15) 14 Dynamo Kiev Ukraine 77.20 (6) 15 Juventus italy 76.86 
(18) 16 Partizan Belgrade Yugoslavia 76.22 (19) 17 Rosenborg Trondieim 
‘Norway 75.84 (16) 18 AC Milan ttaly 75.73 (10) 19 Real Madrid Spain 75.65, 
{23} 20 TSV 1860 Munich Germany 75.49 

‘Worst five rankings (486) 465 Vorwaarts Steyr Austria 18,64 (467) 467 
Hanoe! BeilShan Israel 12.83 (468) 468 Tyumen Russia 11.65 (469) 469 
B93 Copenhagen Denmark 11,61 (470) 470 Maccabi Jaa Israel 4,05, 


(Computer rankings based on current season's results only, taking into 
‘account strength of league, ralio of wins to deleats and rato of goals scored 
4o goals conceded; bonuses for European club and domestic cup results) 
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Craic WILSON's 
UK Stories 


‘he unluckiest team in football? The title has to go to 

Bishop Stortford of the Isthmian League. Having sur- 
vived relegation on goal difference, they sold their ground 
to housing developers in the close season. 

But their new stadium has been held up by a public 
enquiry, and they are forced to play home matches at 
Boreham Wood — 76 miles away. In the meantime, on 
gates of only 200, the club has been fined $9000 by the FA 
for failing to move to a new ground, and a further $3000 
for each game until they do so. 

“Jt was only recently that Boreham Wood gave us the 
key to the physio room” griped whinging Pom manager 
Paul Taylor, “Before that our physio had to lay us down 
outside the showers to strap us up...” 

But it looks like things are back on the up, Thrashed 8-0 
by Aldershot in the League, they drew them again in the 
FA Cup, and showing signs of improvement, were only 
beaten 2-0. 


‘ither English sharp shooters are goal shy, or the 
(Premier League boasts the meanest defences in 
Europe, 

The goals per game average is now down to 2.23, and 
the trend continues north of the border in Scotland — 
where 2.34 is the norm. The UK giants are currently min- 
nows goal-wise amongst Europeis top 30 leagues. 

Perhaps the drought can be traced to a bizarre series of 
bans at league grounds around England, Torquay United 
of the Third Division are among a number of clubs who 
have forbidden pre-match shooting practice, apparently to 
reduce the likelihood of spectator injury. Their recent nill- 
all draw with Cardiff City must have come as no surprise 
to fans 1 

Cash strapped lower division clubs have adopted the 
peculiar prohibition while the case continues against for- 
mer Huddersfield goalie Kevin Blackwell, Back in 1994, 
Blackwell was putting the first choice keeper through his 
warm-up, missed the goal, and kicked the ball into the 
crowd, where 10 year old Charlotte Morris was standing. 
She put her hand up to stop the shot and broke her arm in 
two places, Although the arm has since healed, her parents 
have taken the case to court, and clubs are understandably 
cautious while the lawsuit continues. 

Non-League Weymouth had better start thinking about 
a shooting ban themselves, At a recent home game, direc- 
tor Keith Puttock was knocked out by a long clearance. 
He was taken to hospital, and was forced to take a week 
Jong sickie due to the injury. ‘The decision rests with 
Puttock himself — the club’s safety officer! 


lhey can put a 77 year old into space, but they can’t 

save the lives of twin 75 year olds! Soccer fans world 
wide are mourning this weeks news that the Twin Towers 
of Wembley Stadium will have to go, 

‘The most famous soccer ground in Europe has been 
identified by its 126 foot high steeples since 1923, and the 
stadium authorities even incorporated them into the 
Wembley emblem, But now shabby Wembley is to be 
‘rebuilt just north of its present site. 

‘The original intention was to build the new ground 
around the English Heritage listed towers, but engineers 
have announced that the reinforced concrete structures 
will crumble if moved, It is not yet known whether they 
‘will be recreated from scratch. § 

‘Wembley has seen not only soccer, but greyhound rac- 
ing, speedway and rugby league over the years, but facili- 
ties are pitiful, and the view is one of the worst in football. 
Originally built for the British Empire Exhibition, the 
arena cost around $2.25 million to construct in 1923 (a 
sum raised by public subscription). Costs for the new sta- 
dium are said to be in the region of $750 million. 


(With thanks to Sports Mail Portsmouth, Harry Ree, 
Soccer Contax fanzine, Trevor Delaney, and Jackie 
Wilson) : 


You can hear Craig Wilson on Sydney Radio FBI on 
Saturday mornings. The show is called ‘The Magic Sponge. 


ENGLAND 2 
CZECH REPUBLIC 0 


Mipweek FRIENDLY 
AT WEMBLEY, LONDON 


for 20 minutes, battled back to finish 
‘deserved 2-0 winners of their friendly inter- 
| national at Wembley on Wednesday, 

First-half goals from Darren Anderton and Paul 
Merson gave new-look England a victory that could 
have been far more emphatic at the end. 

Graeme Le Saux, David Beckham and 21-year-old 
| debutant Lee Hendrie, who had been on the pitch for 
|just 10 minutes, all went close to adding their names 
to the scoresheet while the Czechs faded the longer 
the match wore on. 

England coach Glenn Hoddle, whose team have 
| made an indifferent start to their Buropean qualifying 
campaign, said: "In the end it was a fair result and we 
deserved it for the way we passed and worked. But 
more importantly it gives us a huge confidence boost 
for the important qualifiers we have to play next year 
| apainst Poland and Sweden." 

‘The defeat was the Czechs’ first since they lost to 
Brazil last December and also their first in 10 match- 
es since coach Jozef Chouvanec took control of the 
team last January. 

‘The Czechs, starting with seven of the players who. 
lost to Germany at Wembley in the Euro 96 final, 
swarmed all over England for the first 20 minutes 
‘and Pavel Kuka was unlucky not to score when he hit 
| the bar with a fine chip after ning minutes. 
| But the unusual England line-up, with several 
| squad players being given a chance to stake a claim, 
‘eventually settled. 

Anderton scored with a well-taken left-foot shot in 
the 22nd minute after an Ian Wright cross eluded the 
Czech defence and the West Ham striker also had a 
hand in creating the goal for his former Arsenal team 
mate Merson who shot home from close-range five 
minutes before halftime. 

The final ball for his goal was a flick-on from his. 
new Villa team mate Dion Dublin who worked well 
despite not scoring in an England attack missing the 
injured Alan Shearer and Michael Owen. 

‘The Czechs made four changes at halftime. 


E ngland, outplayed by the Czech Republic 


Starting line-ups... 


England: 
1-Nigel Martyn; 2-Martin Keown, 3-Sol 
Campbell, 5-Rio Ferdinand, 4-Nicky Butt, 6- 
Graeme Le Saux, 7-David Beckham, 8-Darren 
Anderton, 9-Dion Dublin, 10-Ian Wright, 11- 
Paul Merson 


Czech Republic: 
1-Petr Kouba; 2-Radoslav Latal, 3-Tomas 
Votava, 4-Jiri Novotny, 5-Tomas Repka, 6- 
Patrik Berger, 7-Jiri Nemec, 8-Karel Poborsky, 
9-Pavel Kuka, 10-Viadimir Smicer, 11-Radek 
Bejbl 


Referee: Urs Meier, Switzerland 


to his two caps. 


i ae took the first 
point of its European 
championship qualifying 
campaign on Wednesday 
with a 2-2 draw against 
Northern Ireland after twice 
taking the lead and then hav- 
ing their captain sent off. 

Viad Gaidamashchyuk 
put the visitors ahead in the 
22nd minute to give them a 
1-0 halftime lead. 

lan Dowie, who had a 
first half penalty appeal jos 
denied, provided the equaliz- 
er in the 49th off a cross |* 
from Keith Gillespie. 

But eight minutes later, 
Jon Testimitanu again fired 
Moldova into a short-lived 
lead, 

Leicester City's Neil 
Lennon made it 2-2 in the & 
64th minute. 

Moldovan captain 
Alexandru Curtianu was sent off three minutes later 
for a second yellow card but Northern Ireland were 
unable to cash in on their advantage. 

‘The result left Moldova firmly rooted to the bot- 
tom of group three and Northem Ireland two points 
behind leaders Turkey and Finland and with two 
matches against Germany to come, 


innie Jones has been invited back to training at 
Queens Park Rangers but he has turned down 
the offer. 


ENGLAND CASH IN ON CZECHS WHILE 
IRISH ARE HELD 2-2 AT HOME 


- 


been told that he can come back to training any 
time. I have spoken to him to invite him back, but 
he doesn't want to. 

He feels it would be impossible to come back as 
a player having been assistant manager and having 
made changes in the dressing room while he was in 
charge. 

‘He doesn't feel it is the right thing to do and I 
can see his point of view, It would be like me going 
back to being a player at QPR and 1 couldn't do 
that. 


| A ndy Cole, however, launched a fierce attack on 
coach Glenn Hoddle in the run-up to the game. 

Cole described Hoddle as "cowardly" for the 
way in which he was left out of the team, which he 
said was based on personal rather than professional 
Teasons. 

"His behaviour towards me has been cowardly. 
His comments about me are diabolical and disre- 
\spectful,” Cole said. "He has incensed me so much 
|that in the unlikely event of him picking me in the 
{future I'm afraid 1 would have to think seriously 
about it.” 

The English Football Association has declined to 
comment on the outburst but it is likely the United 
striker will be denied any further opportunity to add 


Jones hasn't been seen at the QPR training 
ground since Ray Harford resigned in September 
and Iain Dowie was appointed caretaker-manager 
ahead of him. 

Since then Rangers have been paying his wages 
but the midfield hardman has stayed at home. 

A series of talks to resolve the situation have 
taken place but QPR, who are £5.5millionf in debt, 
can't afford to buy out his three-year contract and 
Vinnie has been left in limbo. 

QPR manager Gerry Francis said: 'Vinnie has 


"To be honest I feel sorry for him because it isn't 
his fault this is dragging on. If we could afford to 
pay him off, that would be a way to end it. But we 
don't have the money." 

Jones is currently earning rave reviews for his 
part in the movie ‘Lock Stock and Two Smoking 


Barrels’. 
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BLACKBURN IN DISARRAY: | 
BOTTOM AND MANAGERLESS 


‘stepped down on Saturday following a string 
of poor results. 

The move came after Rovers slumped to the 
foot of the English Premiership table fol- 
lowing a 2-0 home defeat to fellow 
strugglers Southampton. 

Hodgson once _ coached 
Switzerland to the 1994 World Cup 
finals and had a spell at Inter 
Milan, as well as guiding 
Blackburn to sixth place in the table 
last season and a UEFA Cup spot. 

But this season has been a disas- 
ter, 

‘The 51-year-old, recently sug- 
Bested as a possible successor to 
England supremo Glenn Hoddle, has 
seen the 1995 Premiership champions win only two of 
their 14 league games this season, the last on October 3. 

"Following the run of recent poor results, Jack 
Walker and Roy Hodgson have agreed that Roy will be 
leaving the club," a club spokesman said. 


Ber’ Rovers manager Roy Hodgson 


[ARTE ET ‘LABORE | | 


| 


"The club are disappointed at this outcome but feel 

the decision is inevitable and in the best interests of 
Blackburn Rovers." 

Hodgson had arrived at Ewood Park from 
Inter Milan in June 1997 as one of 

Europe's leading coaches. 

He was contacted in September by 
the Germans as a potential succes- | 
sor to Berti Vogts. 

He has spent 35 million dollars 
‘on strengthening his side since the 
end of last season, but instead of | 
challenging for the top he found | 
his team battling against relegation. 
S, _ Hodgson passed on word 
through Rovers officials that he 
would not be comment on his 

departure. 

Blackbum skipper Tim Sherwood said: 
inclination that this was going to happen. 

"T think it's harsh to put sole blame on Roy Hodgson, 
but at the end of the day, results speak louder than 
words, and we have not been getting them." 


"We had no 


Maidstone Utd, Berea Park (South Africa), 
Honors: None. 

Managerial career: Halmstad (Sweden, 1976- 
two championships. 

Bristol City (1982) — stepped up from assis- 
tant manager to Bob Houghton and was in charge 
for 27 games until club were relegated to old 
Fourth Division, 
Taken on by Orebro in Sweden. Moved to 
10 (1985-90) — § consecutive champi- 
onshiips, 2 Swedish Cups, 

_ Neuchatel: Xamax, Swit izerland (1990-92). 


laying career (1965-75): Crystal ‘Palace 


‘Swiss national team (1992-1996) — in 1994 
they qualified for first World Cup finals in 28 years 
and qualified for Euro 96. 

Inter Milan, Italy, (1995-1997). 

1997 February — announces he leaving Inter 
for Blackburn, 

June —joins Blackburn, 

1997-98 — Blackburn finish sixth, qualify for 
UEFA Cup. 

1998 September — Blackbum knocked out of 
UEFA Cup in first round by Olympique Lyon. 

1998 —- November 21 — Blackburn lose 2-0 at 
home to Southampton, going: bottom of the table 
‘with nine points from 14 games. Hodgson resigns, 


COLLYMORE REFUTES 
"REVENGE’ THEORY 


AFTER LIVERPOOL LOSS 


there had been any revenge factor in the tack- 

Je that got him sent off and left his former 
Liverpool teammate Steve Harkness with damaged 
knee ligaments. 

Collymore was involved in a racist row over alleged 
comments made by Harkness last season. 

Harkness was carried off on a stretcher in Liverpool's 
4-2 English Premiership win at Villa 
Park after only eight minutes follow- 
ing an over-the-top challenge by 
Collymore, which earned him a yel- 
Tow card. 

Then the Villa player was given 
his marching orders for a second 
bookable offence in the second half [7 
after he had retaliated to a two-footed 
tackle by Liverpool striker Michael 
Owen. 

"[ have no complaints about the 
sending off. 1 should not have retali- 
ated after being challenged by 
Owen," Collymore said, "It was a | 2 
two-footed challenge, which | & 
thought was a bit over the top, but I 
had to go. : 

"However, I want to reiterate that there was no malice 
or intent about the first booking picked up for the chal- 
Tenge on Harkness. It was a mistimed tackle but it had 
nothing to do with what happened last year. I know 
some people might try and make something of that but 
it's not true. 

"Whoever had the ball, I would have challenged for it 


A ston Villa striker Stan Collymore denied that 


in that situation -- as I tried to tackle throughout the 
ame 


| Pere World Cup striker Thierry Henry wants to 
quit Monaco and join his “dream club" — English 
premier league champions Arsenal. 

Henry, who scored three goals in six games at France 
'98, told British, newspaper The Mirror on Friday: 

“Everything 
about the club set- 
up at_ Arsenal 
makes my head 
spin. 

"They are the 
club of my, dreams 
and T want to play 
there for foot- 
balling reasons 
alone," added 
Henry, who has 
been at Monaco 
for eight years. 

Arsenal's 
French manager 
Arsene Wenger 
tried to sign Henry 
for four million re ($6.65 million) before the World 
Cup finals but, after the striker’s successful tournament, 
Monaco doubled their asking price, putting him well 
above the English club's valuation. 

Arsenal already have seven French players on their 
books, including Henry's long-time friend Nicolas | | 
Anelka, 


EL TELS ‘PORTSMOUTH FIVE’ 
DEAL UNDER INVESTIGATION 


raud squad detectives are investigating the 
transfers of five Australian football players to 
Portsmouth Football Club while the club was 
controlled by Terry Venables. 

Hampshire police are investigating “allegations of 
bad business practice” brought to their attention by the 
current board, the police said in a statement issued 
Saturday. 

‘The matter was being investigated at the Fraud 
Squad office at the force's headquarters, the statement 
said. 

"The investigations are linked to the transfer of five 
Australian players bought by Terry Venables when he 
‘was at the club," said Hampshire police. 

Officers have asked Interpol to make inquiries in 
Australia, according to The Independent newspaper, 

The newspaper said the Hampshire ij investigation 
started this summer. 

It named some of the transfers thought to be under 
investigation as Robert Enes, from Sydney United for 
195,000 pounds; Hamilton Thorpe, from West 
Adelaide, for 75,000 pounds; and Craig Foster, from 
Marconi, for 300,000 pounds. All of the signings were 
made in 1997. 

A spokesman for the former England coach told the 
newspaper: "Mr Venables has no comment to make in 
connection with investigations that he knows nothing 
about.” 

Venables is currently manager of Crystal Place, 
where Foster now plays. 


played under Venables 
at Pompey 


John Aloisi... 


VIDUKA FINALLY SIGNS 
FOR SCOTTISH GIANTS 


lion pounds transfer of striker Mark Viduka 

from Croatia Zagreb on Friday although the 
23-year-old Australian international is still waiting 
for a British work permit. 

Viduka, who impressed Celtic when he helped knock 
them out of the European Champions’ League earlier 
this season, will not have the paperwork completed in 
time to face Rangers in the Old Firm derby on Saturday, 
but should be in the side within the next two weeks, 

Celtic chairman, Fergus McCann, said in a state- 
ment: "We have agreed terms and a four-year contract 
and Marko is now waiting permission to travel. But we 
are hoping the formalities will be completed soon." 


Gi champions Celtic concluded the 3.0 mil- 


rmer Scottish international goalkeeper Andy 

Goram could resume his career with FC 

Copenhagen after spending a week on trial with the 
Danish club. 

Goram, 34, who quit the Scottish World Cup squad 
just weeks before this summer's finals in France citing 
publicity regarding his private life, has been a free agent 
since leaving Rangers at the end of last season. 

FC Copenhagen needs a keeper after first choice 
Michael Steensgaard signed for English premier league 
Southampton on Thursday. 

The club's managing director Flemming Ostergaard 
was quoted as saying that Goram was one possible 
replacement for Steensgaard, but did not commit him- 
self to signing the player, who won 43 international 
caps. 


arltion Communications have pulled out of their 
proposed £275Smillion takeover of Arsenal. 

A statement to the 
Stock Exchange today 
from the media company 
said: ‘Carlton announced f 
that it has discontinued 
talks concerning the possi- 
bility of making an offer {2 
for Arsenal Football Club \ 
ple. 
A Carlton spokesman, 
which owns the franchise 
to London's weekday TV 
station, added: 'We decided to discontinue talks because 
the two sides could not agree on a price.’ 


Mark Viduka 


However, the decision does not necessarily mean the 
end of the company’s interest in football or, indeed, 
Arsenal, 

Although they have dropped takeover plans, they 
will still be in the market should the club's television 
and media rights become available in the future. The 
spokesman said: 'We are still interested in football and 
football rights.’ 

Tt was also being reported today that United News 
and Media owned by Labour peer Lord Hollick were 
going to announce on Monday a £100m deal for those 
tights. However, a statement from UNM said there was 
‘no announcement due. 


Gee Graham saw his Tottenham side secure a 
convincing win over relegation threatened 
Nottingham Forest at White Hart Lane on Saturday, 
thanks in large part to the genius of David Ginola. 

* Chris Armstrong and Allan Nielsen scored the goals 
but Ginola provided the creative inspiration. 

Chris Armstrong might have had a hat-trick after 
sputning two golden opportunities in the first half. In the 
17th minute he rose unmarked to meet a Ginola cross but 
headed straight at Forest goalkeeper Dave Beasant from 
12 yards, 

‘Then, two minutes before the interval, he shot across 
an empty goalmouth after moving clear onto a John 
Scales long ball. 

The turning point came two minutes after the break 
with the dismissal of former England winger Steve Stone 
for a second crude challenge on Ginola. 

Just before the hour Ginola produced a penetrating 
burst, outpacing two defenders and cutting the ball back 
for Armstrong to sidefoot home. 

Ten minutes later there was no way back for Forest 
when Ginola was fouled again. Darren Anderton sent 
over the resulting free kick and Nielsen headed 
unchallenged past Beasant. 

Armstrong missed again from close range after 
‘Tottenham's double strike and only a great tackle by Jon 
Olaf Hjelde stopped substitute Rory Allen adding to the 
Spurs tally in the dying minutes. 

Meanwhile, at Elland Road, Leeds United scored a 
convincing 4-1 win over Charlton Athletic. 

Charlton weathered an early first-half storm before 
beginning to take a grip on the game themselves. 

However, Alan Curbishley will be concerned at the 
defensive lapses from his side as they failed to capitalise 
on an impressive first period, 

Leeds opened the scoring after 34 minutes, David 
Hopkin toyed with the Charlton defence before playing 
the ball in to Clyde Wijnhard. The Dutch striker lined up 
his shot and slipped, but his slight touch put the ball into 
the path of the resurgent Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink, who 
slotted it home, 

The tempo increased in the second period and it was 
the home side who took advantage, Six minutes after the 
break Lee Bowyer marked his first game against his 
former club with his second goal of the season, courtesy 
of aclever lob by Harry Kewell. 

Leeds manager David O'Leary then introduced 
teenager Alan Smith to the expectant home crowd as a 
substitute for Wijnhard. 

Leeds showed continuing ambition, but the tactic 
almost backfired when Charlton substitute Paul 
Mortimer fired a brilliant goal from the edge of the area 
into the top corner of the net after 65 minutes, 

Smith, scorer on his debut at Anfield just one week 
earlier, restored the two-goal advantage for Leeds two 
minutes later with a powerfully executed 25-yard strike. 

Two minutes from time, Bowyer fed Kewell into 
Space to wrap up the points, 


Premier League Table 


Up to and including 
Sunday, November 22 


i POINTS 
Aston Villa 28 
Manchester United 25 
Arsenal sm 24 
Chelsea 23 
Leeds United 23 
West Ham United 23 
Middlesbrough 22 
Wimbledon 20 
Liverpool Saenger Ag 
Tottenham Hotspur 19 
Derby County 18 
Leicester City 7 
Chariton Athletic 6 
Newcastle United 16 
‘Sheffield Wednesday. 15 
Coventry City 14 
Everton 12 
Nottingham Forest 2 
Southampton 10 


Blackburn Rovers 9 


Nese inflicted a 2-0 defeat on high-flying | 


Coventry City at the Riverside Stadium on 
Saturday. 

Boro dominated the opening hour without creating 
many clear chances as their midfield, marshalled by the 
experienced Andy Townsend, largely overshadowed 
their Coventry counterparts. 

In the absence of Paul Gascoigne, Robbie Mustoe and 
Phil Stamp through suspension, wing-backs Dean 
Gordon and Robbie Stockdale prospered down the 
flanks. 

The first opportunity fell to former Benfica striker 
Brian Deane, who muscled his way through the City 
defence to latch on to Colin Cooper's fine 28th-minute 
chip over the top. Deane hit his shot first time, but 
Hedman managed to get both hands to the ball. 

Beck warmed to his midfield role as the half wore on 
and almost picked up his fourth goal of the season two 
minutes before the break after striker Noel Whelan 
fouled Townsend deep inside his own half. 

The Republic of Ireland midfielder curled in the free 


kick, but although Beck got up well to meet it with his 


head his glanced effort flew just wide, 


Coventry started the second half in upbeat fashion, | 
and went close within two minutes when Paul Telfer 


tumed a Gary McAllister cross just over the bar. 

The home side were dealt a major blow after 49 
minutes when defender Gianluca Festa left the field with 
a shoulder injury, Neil Maddison replacing him in 
central defence, 

Boro stepped up a gear however, and with Deane 
dominating in the air it seemed only a matter of time 
before they took the lead. 

After 66 minutes Gordon served up something special 
for the home supporters. Townsend's comer was cleared 
comfortably enough by Whelan, but the defender rifled 
the ball home from 25 yards. 

City almost hit back five minutes later when Whelan 
forced an excellent close-range save from Mark 
Schwarzer, and found himself denied again by the 
Australian after 76 minutes, this time from a looping 
header. 

Boro could have tied the game up in the meantime, 
Beck blasting over from barely a yard out after Deane 
caused havoc in the City defence. 

That miss did not prove too costly when, seven 
minutes from time, Stockdale split the City defence with 
a long ball which put Ricard in the clear. 

‘The Coventry defenders were appealing for handball 
as the Colombian blastedhis shot past the helpless 
Hedman to make it 2-0, 


ENGLISH PREMIER ROUND-UP SHEFF WED v MAN UTD 


heffield Wednesday produced a damaging 3-1 
defeat on title challengers Manchester United 
at Hillsborough on Saturday. 

Alex Ferguson takes his side to Barcelona on 
Wednesday for a vital Champions League clash on the 
back of another poor result at a ground where United 
have now won just once in nine visits. 

Wednesday have struggled in recent weeks, but 
showed greater dedication and desire on the day as 
United found themselves a goal down after just 15 
minutes. 


Peter Schmeichel, recently having announced his 
end of season departure from Old Trafford, fumbled a 
20-yard shot from Swedish international Niclas 
Alexandersson, allowing it to cross the line after 
‘appearing to have it under control. 

United produced something resembling their recent 
form when the Dwight Yorke — Andy Cole 


| partnership clicked into gear. Cole provided an 


ilbert Street witnessed an enthralling encounter on | 


‘Saturday as Chelsea continued their run of good form 
to inflict a 4-2 defeat on Leicester City. 

Gianluca Vialli’s side extended their unbeaten run to 
17 matches and strengthened their title bid as the top 
three sides in the premiership all tasted defeat, 

‘The home side made a storming start to the game and 
Chelsea had keeper Ed De Goey to thank for keeping 
them on level terms in the early stages. 

Gianfranco Zola stunned them with a goal against the 
run of play just before the half hour, forcing the ball over 
the line from a Bjarne Goldbaek cross. 

Leicester must have felt aggrieved, and their situation 
worsened ten minutes later as Chelsea increased their 
lead. Gustavo Poyet crashed a header against the bar 
with Keller beaten and the Uruguyan reacted quickest to 
head the rebound into the empty net. 

Matthew Elliot headed a Steve Guppy cross back 
across the area and Muzzie Izzet placed the ball past the 
helpless De Goey. 

Hopes of a Leicester comeback were dashed five 
minutes before the break as Chelsea restored their two 
goal advantage through Tore Andre Flo. 

‘A Zola free kick from 25 yards came back off the post 
with Keller beaten, Babayaro screwed the rebound back 
across the face of goal and Flo was free at the far post to 
slide the ball home. 


excellent finish to Yorke’s incisive through ball in the 
29th minute, sliding the ball past debut goalkeeper 
Pavel Smnicek. 


His eighth goal of the season formed the perfect 
response to the furore over his exclusion from the 
England squad and helped to steady United after the 
early setback. 

United were fuming eight minutes from the break 
when referee David Elleray turned down a penalty 
appeal in front of the travelling fans. Denis Inwin fell to 
the ground after tangling with Alexandersson, but 
Elleray waved away protests from a host of United 
players, 

United were now in control, Jaap Stam venturing 
forward to sting the fingers of Smnicek with a 20-yard 
drive. United did have the ball in the back of the net 
again on the stroke of half-time, but Paul Scholes found 
himself booked for punching home his effort. 

United looked as if they would stroll to victory in the 
second half, but Wednesday caught them out once 
again after 55 minutes in a move which changed the 
complexion of the match. 

Danny Sonner cut United open with a pass from just 
outside the area and Alexandersson delivered a first 
time cross for Andy Booth, 

The Owls striker, who has not scored at 
Hillsborough for a year, forced a point blank save from 
Schmeichel. 

The rebound fell for Wim Jonk however, and he 
hammered home from six yards to give Wednesday the 
lead for a second time, 

Alexandersson, out for most of last season with a 
knee ligament injury, doubled his tally for the game 
and the season in the 73rd minute. He charged down 
Stam’s attempted clearance, and with the ball again 
running kindly, he rounded Schmeichel to hand United 
their second league defeat of the season, 


SCOTTISH PREMIER ROUND-UP 


Saturday, demolishing bitter Glasgow rivals 
Rangers by the astonishing margin of 5-1. 

Veteran Slovakian playmaker Lubomir Moravcik 
was the unlikely two-goal hero for the struggling, 
Scottish champions. 

Henrik Larsson also scored twice and substitute 
Mark Burchill added a late goal to send the Celtic 
followers in the near 60,000 Parkhead crowd close to 
hysteria, 

It was the biggest Celtic win in a Glasgow derby for 
more than 30 years, but more importantly for their 
Slovak coach Josef Venglos, it kept him in a job. 

Veteran Venglos would not have survived had Celtic 
lost and trailed leaders Rangers by 13 points in the 
Scottish championship. 

Instead, the gap closed to seven and with Celtic now 
on 23 points from 15 games, a belated comeback may 
be launched. 

Venglos has his countryman Moravcik to thank. He 
paid $700,000 just a month ago for the Slovakian 
international who had flopped with MSV Duisburg 
afier seven years in France. 

‘The 33-year-old repaid a large installment on that 


C eltic produced a remarkable performance on 


| fee with his 12th minute shot from Simon Donnelly’s 


Chelsea looked set to cruise to victory but Leicester 


again reduced the deficit on the hour when Guppy picked 
up a loose ball on the right hand side of the area and 
curled a left foot shot past De Goey to give the Foxes 
hope of taking something from the game. 

Zola however exploited the resulting gaps in the home 
defence as he outpaced Frank Sinclair and beat Keller to 
complete the scoring with almost the last kick of the 
game. 


cross which put Celtic in front. 
Premier League Table 
Up to and including Sunday, 
November 22 1998 
POINTS 
Rangers”. 30 
Kilmamock 25 
Celtic 23 
St Johnstone 23 
Heart of Midlothian 19 
Dundee 19 
Motherwell 18 
Dundee United 14 
Aberdeen 14 
Dunfermline Athletic 4 


CELTIC 


Rangers had central defender Scott Wilson sent off 
fora crude tackle on Moravcik in the 22nd minute, 

Celtic put the game out of sight by scoring three 
times in 11 minutes after halftime. Moravcik powered 
in a 12-metre header in the 49th minute before Larsson 
finished off the Sloyakian’s pass two minutes later. 

Giovanni van Bronckhorst replied with a 53rd 
minute curling free kick over the wall and into the net, 
but Larsson headed Ceitic’s fourth in the 56th minute. 
Teenager Burchill finished off Larsson’s 89th minute 
tun for the fifth. 

Rangers coach Dick Advocaat must lift his side 
before Tuesday's UEFA Cup third round against 
Parma. “In the second half it was open house,” he said. 

Venglos “Moravcik showed his quality.” To his 
critics, he merely replied: “I am a polite man, and have 
nothing to say, but destructive criticism does not touch 
me.” 

Second-placed Kilmarnock stumbled to another 
draw, 0-0 at home to Motherwell, while Hearts 
defeated Dunfermline 2-1 at home thanks to a last 
minute Neil McCann goal. Austrian Thomas Flogel had 
equalised after Dunfermline’s Brazilian Edinho opened 
the scoring in the 18th minute. St Johnstone won 1-0 at 
Aberdeen thanks to Miguel Simao’s 39th minute strike. 


——— 


imbledon inflicted a second league defeat 

on Arsenal at Selhurst Park on Saturday 

with a late winner from Nigerian striker 
Efan Ekoku, 

Arsenal suffered a double blow following first half 
injuries to Dennis Bergkamp and Patrick Vieira which 
look likely to impact on their Champions League 
fixture against Lens on Wednesday night, 

Arsene Wenger resisted the temptation to rest 
Bergkamp, who has been suffering from a back 
problem, believing that he needed a run to sharpen his 
game, However just five minutes before the break, the 
Dutchman limped off with an injury to his right calf. 

The injury to Vicira seems more serious, the 
Frenchman pulling up clutching a hamstring while 
striding forward on a 40-yard run, 


intervention from Martin Keown prevented the striker 
having a clear path on goal after using his pace to 
round Tony Adams, 

The half-time whistle came as a relief bt the tempo. 
of the game increased immediately after the break, Lee 
Dixon sending a 30-yard drive thudding against the 
Wimbledon crossbar. 

David Seaman produced a reaction save from a 
Chris Perry volley after a comer from Michael Hughes 
had only been half-cleared in the area. The increasing 
pressure from the home side told as Arsenal full-back 
‘Nigel Winterburn incurred a booking. 

Both sides made changes with 18 minutes left, 
Fredrik Ljungberg replacing Marc Overmars and Neal 
Ardley and Ekoku replacing Gareth Ainsworth and 
Gayle. s 


The first half proved dour, shaded by Arsenal at a 
ground where they had not lost for six years, Bergkamp 
threatened early on, setting up Nicola Anelka, who 
turned marker Dean Blackwell in the penalty area only 
to be denied by goalkeeper Neil Sullivan, 

Minutes later Anelka tormented the Dons defence 
again, this time almost sending Bergkamp clear, while 
Sullivan saved a long-range effort from Lee Dixon. 

Wimbledon had few clear openings, Carl Leaburn 
wasting the best of them as he headed over after rising 
unchallenged to meet a Jason Buell cross. 

Marcus Gayle also threatened and only a timely 


The move worked for the Dons as Ekoku claimed 
the winning goal following a scramble in the Arsenal 
area, Michael Hughes crossed from the byline and the 
Arsenal defence appealed for handball as it reached 
Ekoku. 

Referee Mike Riley took no action as the Nigerian 
striker clinched the winner, and Wimbledon finished 
the stronger side. 

‘As the Wimbledon players celebrate a rare win over 
their more illustrious London rivals, Arsenal turn their 
attention to the treatment room ahead of their vital 
clash on tomorrow night against the French. 


Saturday, a revitalised Liverpool inflicted a 
comprehensive and unexpected 4-2 defeat on 
previously unbeatenleague leaders Aston Villa, 

Liverpool entered the match as underdogs after a run 
of poor form which has seen the departure of co- 
manager Roy Evans as well as three consecutiveleague 
defeats, 

The visitors began in explosive fashion, however, 
Captain Paul Ince provided them with the perfect start, 
heading home a Patrick Berger cornerafter just two 
‘minutes. 

‘The goal set the stage for a period of early Liverpool 
dominance. They threatened 5 
again just three minutes later 
as Michael Owen easily 4 
outpaced Ugo Ehiogu to cross i) 
for Robbie Fowler, but 
goalkeeper Michael Oakes 
reacted well to close down the 
striker, 

Former Liverpool forward 
Stan Collymore answered 
briefly for the home side, ee 
forcing a superb reflex save i 
from David James, but j ~ 
Liverpool doubled their tally 
after just seven minutes. 

Another Owen cross found 
Fowler in space and this time 
he made no mistake, directing 
a powerful header past Oakes. 

Owen exposed the much 
vaunted Villa rearguard yet 
again just minutes later, 
oustripping all three central 
defenders and forcing Oakes 
fo tip a well executed lob over 
the crossbar. 

The Villa defence remained static following the 
resulting corner and Jamie Carragher headed just past 
the far post. 

As the game approached the half hour mark, Villa 
began to show more composure and began probing. 
Carragher blocked a shot from Collymore and Draper 
fired straight at James. As Villa pressed forward, 
Liverpool looked to play increasingly on the break. Ten 
minutes before half-time Patrik Berger found himself in 
space 18 yards out, only to shoot well wide with his 
weaker right foot, 

Villa were into their stride by now and should haye 
had a goal back by halftime. First, Lee Hendrie found 
Paul Merson who crossed for Dublin, but his fierce shot 
came back of the upright. Five minutes before the 
break, Merson found Collymore just five yards out, but 
he headed wide when it seemed fareasier to score. 

The second half produced drama of every 
description. Villa reduced the deficit just three minutes 
after the break when Steve Watson crossed from the 
right. Dublin met the ball with a powerful, low volley 
to hammer home his sixth goal in three games for his 


I: a thrilling encounter at Villa Park on 


new club. 

Villa pressed for the equaliser, but just before the 
hour Liverpool restored their two goal advantage. 
Vegard Heggem surged forward down the Liverpool 
right and found Fowler with a short pass 20 yards out, 
As the Villa defenders stood off him, the striker made 
them pay by directing a low, left footed shot across 
Oakes and into the corner of the net. 

However, Villa are both confident and resilient and 
bounced back ¥ 

Merson found Collymore on the right of the 
Liverpool area with a delicate chip, and he crossed low 
to Dublin at the far post. The former Coventry man had 
time to control the ball and 
force it home in an ungainly 
fashion from three yards, 

The Villa defence then 
showed that they had learned 
nothing from events earlier in 
the match as Fowler found 
himself unmarked just six 


yards out. 


The lethal striker controlled 
a Jamie Redknapp pass on his 
chest before calmly slotting it 
past Oakes to claim his hat- 
| trick, 

Minutes later, Villa's hopes 
of salvaging anything from 
the match all but disappeared 
following the dismissal of 
Collymore for a second 
bookable offence. After his 
horrific earlier challenge on 
Steve Harkness, he reacted 
badly to a tackle by Owen, 
leaving the referee with little 
choice but to show the red 
card, 

To the credit of the home side they continued 
attacking, Merson and Dublin both threatening. 

The speedy Julian Joachim replaced wing-buck Alan 
Wright 15 minutes from time. The move paid dividends 
within seconds as James hauled down the substitute to 
concede a penalty. 

Dublin stepped up and struck the spot kick hard and 
low, but James denied him a second successive hat- 
trick with a superb save. Just two minutes later, 
Joachim might have earned a second penalty, but this 
time a goal kick resulted. Dublin had one further 
opportunity, but could only volley into the side netting 
after James was left flapping at a cross. 

In what was arguably their first true test of the 
season, John Gregory’s team succumbed in the face of 
an onslaught by the Liverpool strikers, Their defence 
‘Was caught out time and again by the pace of Owen and 
the finishing of Fowler. Villa meet Ars: 
Manchester United in the coming weeks and 
to display an improvement on this performance if they 
are to sustain a league challenge into the second half of 
the season. 
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